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Pride Month 2023 was a special moment in time. 

	 While every June is significant in marking the celebration of Pride Month and recognizing 
the history behind it, 2023 was different. 
	 In ways that haven’t been seen in decades, this year, the LGBTQ+ community is under 
attack. It’s been a multi-pronged assault—targeting drag culture, transgender student athletes, 
rights to public accommodations, and more. Indeed, Pride Month 2023 ended with the Supreme 
Court of the United States handing down what is essentially a license to discriminate against 
LGBTQ+ individuals and allies on the basis of religious belief. We continue to see extremists 
targeting the LGBTQ+ community with threats and actions of violence and vandalism. 
	 However, even as things were continuing to boil at the national level, here in the Valley of 
the Sun, Pride Month 2023 will be remembered for its triumphs. 
	 June 2023 saw significant milestones for the Greater Phoenix LGBTQ+ community, some of 
which were years or even decades in the making. 
	 The month began with Arizona Governor (and former Phoenix Pride staff member) Katie 
Hobbs hoisting four Pride Progress Flags to the top of the Executive Tower at Arizona’s Capitol, 
the first such display in our state’s 111-year history. Further, Gov. Hobbs continued to take actions 
throughout the month, in her ongoing and unwavering efforts to protect and defend the LGBTQ+ 
community from attacks, particularly those coming in the form of toxic policies put forth by the 
Arizona Legislature. Gov. Hobbs used her veto stamp and the power of her executive orders to 
both protect and extend rights for individuals living and working in our state, and we will forever 
be grateful for her support. 
	 As June rolled on, we shared reasons to celebrate, with happenings around the Valley and 
the state. We celebrated our community with the annual Phoenix Pride Community Spirit Awards 
and Scholarship Presentations, crowned our second ever Mx. Phoenix Pride, and officially started 
the countdown to the 2023 Phoenix Pride Festival and Parade with our “Be in the Know” launch 
party event at which we revealed this year’s parade and festival theme, parade grand marshals and 
festival headlining entertainers. 
	 Throughout Pride Month, we also garnered an exceptional level of media coverage. From 
print and broadcast historic retrospective pieces, to coverage of current events, and continuing to 
advocate in support of equity and equality for all, Phoenix Pride was a constant and pervasive 
media presence throughout Pride Month, and I am happy to share with you highlights of that 
coverage in the following pages. 
	 As we reflect on these tumultuous times, I remain honored to represent this incredible 
organization and the people who comprise it, and I look forward to continuing to tell Phoenix 
Pride’s story in the months and years to come. You have my genuine and undying thanks for your 
ongoing support of that effort. 

Respectfully, 

Jeremy M. Helfgot



PHOENIX PRIDE 2023 3

RAISE THE FLAG!

For the first time, pride flags are flying from Arizona’s executive tower.  

On Thursday, the start of the official month-long celebration of LGBTQ communities across the country, Gov. 
Katie Hobbs decorated the Ninth Floor balcony with four pride flags. The Democrat, a staunch supporter of 
LGBTQ rights, vowed in a statement to continue working to ensure equality for all Arizonans. 

“I’m proud to stand tall for an Arizona that’s for everyone, including the LGBTQ+ community,” she said. “To 
the LGBTQ+ Arizonans, we celebrate the light and energy you bring to our state, and I will continue to work 
alongside you until we have an Arizona where everyone, no matter who they are or who they love, has the 
safety, freedom and opportunity to truly live their authentic lives.”  

Her outspoken support sharply contrasts the bevy of discriminatory bills passed by the Republican-majority 
legislature just steps away from her office.  1

“That kind of 
validation, especially 

in the face of so 
many attempts to 

invalidate 
individuals’ 

existence, is 
incredibly 

empowering. 
Symbols matter.”

“For individuals and particularly 
for trans young people in 
Arizona who have found 
themselves under attack in the 
past several years, and under 
an attack that is continuing 
even as we speak, it’s critical 
for them to see and know that 
there are people in public 
leadership who do see them, 
who will defend them, and who 
will stand up for inclusion.”



PHOENIX PRIDE 2023 4

PRIDE MONTH PREVIEW
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NATIONAL COVERAGE

June 2, 2023

“We have a vibrant and very active drag 
community in Phoenix. You can see a 
professional drag performance just 
about every night of the week. We're 
talking about something that has a very 
real economic impact on people's lives
—not only for the performers, but for the 
venues who host performances and the 
people who work at those venues, for 
people who do the ancillary work: 
costume designers, wigmakers, people 
who do makeup and choreography and 
music for these performances.”
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TEMPE FLAG INCIDENT
On June 6, it was revealed that a custom branded Pride flag being flown in honor of Pride Month at 
Tempe City Hall was removed from its flagpole, vandalized and burned, then left on city hall grounds. 
Phoenix Pride responded with a strong condemnation of the act, regardless of the as-yet-unknown 
motive, as the effects of the incident were felt by the community, regardless of the motivation.

June 6, 2023
"Both, as an organization and a 
community, we are appalled someone 
would target this symbol of unity, 
acceptance and belonging to the 
LGBTQ+ community,” said Phoenix 
Pride Spokesman Jeremy Helfgot.  

For members of the organization, he 
says, the Pride flag represents inclusion 
and celebration, especially during Pride 
month.  

"To see it abused, like that, is a horrible 
affront. It's an act of ignorance and an 
act of hate,” added Helfgot.

June 6, 2023

TEMPE

Pride flag removed from Tempe City Hall
and burned; investigation underway
No suspect has been identified by the Tempe Police Department and the matter continues to
be under investigation. Both the flag and flagpole have been replaced and repaired by
Tempe.

Fernando Cervantes Jr. Arizona Republic
Published 4:01 p.m. MT June 6, 2023 Updated 6:04 p.m. MT June 6, 2023

The Tempe Police Department is investigating a possible hate crime after the Pride flag that
hung outside of the Tempe City Hall building was removed and burned.

The flag, raised at various city facilities across Tempe, included the logo of the city to
commemorate the LGBTQ+ community and Pride Month.

According to a representative with Tempe, the Pride flag was replaced and the flagpole that
was damaged was repaired. An investigation is ongoing and is being conducted by the Tempe
Police Department. 

“This act of aggression does not represent our community. Hate has no place in Tempe. We
are committed to championing diversity, inclusion, and equity and ensuring that our
community is safe and welcoming for everyone,” City Manager Andrew Ching said in an
emailed statement.

The Pride flag was joined by the American flag, the Arizona flag and a Juneteenth flag, but
none of those flags were damaged. Tempe Mayor Corey Woods condemned the vandalism
and pledged his support to the LGBTQ+ community.

“We will not stand by while someone tries to threaten, bully and intimidate members of our
community. We will continue our efforts to make our city stronger, even more welcoming,
and even more inclusive. We support our LGBTQ+ community. We stand as one with them,”
Woods said in an emailed statement.

According to Jeremy Helfgot, spokesperson for Phoenix Pride, the organization was appalled
and disheartened by the situation.
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The Tempe Police Department is investigating a possible hate crime after the Pride flag that
hung outside of the Tempe City Hall building was removed and burned.

The flag, raised at various city facilities across Tempe, included the logo of the city to
commemorate the LGBTQ+ community and Pride Month.

According to a representative with Tempe, the Pride flag was replaced and the flagpole that
was damaged was repaired. An investigation is ongoing and is being conducted by the Tempe
Police Department. 

“This act of aggression does not represent our community. Hate has no place in Tempe. We
are committed to championing diversity, inclusion, and equity and ensuring that our
community is safe and welcoming for everyone,” City Manager Andrew Ching said in an
emailed statement.

The Pride flag was joined by the American flag, the Arizona flag and a Juneteenth flag, but
none of those flags were damaged. Tempe Mayor Corey Woods condemned the vandalism
and pledged his support to the LGBTQ+ community.

“We will not stand by while someone tries to threaten, bully and intimidate members of our
community. We will continue our efforts to make our city stronger, even more welcoming,
and even more inclusive. We support our LGBTQ+ community. We stand as one with them,”
Woods said in an emailed statement.

According to Jeremy Helfgot, spokesperson for Phoenix Pride, the organization was appalled
and disheartened by the situation.

“The fact that this occurred in the city of Tempe is incredibly disheartening and alarming.
Tempe as a city has been an incredible ally to the LGBTQ+ community,” Helfgot said.

This isn't the first incident reported against the LGBTQ+ community in Tempe. In February,
a drag story hour had to be temporarily halted due to a reported bomb threat targeting Brick
Road Coffee, a local LGBTQ+ friendly coffee shop.

Bills targeting LGBTQ+ people, and in particular the trans community, were introduced
almost from the start of this year's legislative session across the U.S. In Arizona in particular,
legislators have targeted everything from personal pronouns and who uses what restroom, to
public drag shows and the banning of books.

An investigation of the flag burning was underway and Tempe police were "exploring all
avenues," the department said in a tweet, which also urged the public's help in providing
information about the incident.

Anyone with information regarding the incident was asked to contact Tempe police at 480-
350-8311.

June 6, 2023
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2023 PHOENIX PRIDE  
FESTIVAL & PARADE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

 On June 20, Phoenix Pride held an event at Kobalt at Park Central in Phoenix, to reveal the 
details for the 2023 Phoenix Pride Festival & Parade, including this year’s theme, parade grand marshals 
and festival Main Stage, Latin Stage and VIP Experience headlining performers. 
 In addition to a print feature in the Arizona Republic, as well as pickups by several other print, 
digital and broadcast outlets, ABC 15 News, Ch. 12 News, and FOX 10 News were all there on-hand to 
cover the big announcements.
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ARIZONA REPUBLIC 
and AZCENTRAL.com  

PHOENIX PRIDE RETROSPECTIVE

During mid-June, we worked with the Arizona Republic to present a historic retrospective piece on 
Phoenix Pride, highlighting the more than four decades of Pride activities that have graced the Valley. In 
addition to providing extensive background, we arranged an interview for the reporter with longtime 
Phoenix Pride leader Ernie Mendoza, who was able to share, firsthand, the progress of the organization 
from that first Phoenix Pride march through to today. The piece ran digitally, with an extensive photo 
gallery, at AZCentral.com on June 18, and was in print, including a front page teaser, on June 27.
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ADDITIONAL REPORTING

In service to the organization’s mission, Phoenix Pride also promotes coverage of broader LGBTQ+ 
issues and concerns, even when we are not the focus of—or even included in—the story. This June, we 
were involved in promoting several stories that highlighted LGBTQ+ events, issues and history throughout 
the Valley, but in particular, we connected 2022 Phoenix Pride Parade Community Grand Marshal and 
ABC 15 News Anchor/Reporter Nick Ciletti with past Phoenix Pride Parade Grand Marshal and former 
City of Phoenix Mayoral Policy Advisor Brendan Mahoney to talk about the tenth anniversary of the City 
of Phoenix adopting equal rights protections based on sexual orientation, and gender identity/expression. 
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SELECTED LINKS TO  
ONLINE COVERAGE

Following are links/URLs for selected items included in this report. This list is by no means comprehensive. The 
page number within this report on which each item is mentioned, is included for your reference.

Page Item Link

3
Arizona	Republic	-	“Gov.	Hobbs	hangs	pride	
flags	from	Capitol	office	tower”	
June	3,	2023	/	June	1,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-03.pdf	

hIps://www.azcentral.com/story/news/poliNcs/arizona/2023/06/01/arizona-
governor-hobbs-hangs-lgbtq-pride-flags-from-state-capitol/70278716007/	

3
Arizona	Mirror	-	“Hobbs	flies	LGBTQ	pride	
flags	on	the	AZ	execuNve	tower…”	
June	1,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-01.pdf	

hIps://www.azmirror.com/blog/hobbs-flies-lgbtq-pride-flags-on-the-az-
execuNve-tower-for-first-Nme-ever/	

4
Arizona	Republic	-	Things	To	Do:		
“Happy	Pride”	
May	30,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-05-30.pdf	

hIps://www.azcentral.com/story/entertainment/events/2022/06/09/pride-
month-phoenix-2022-10-ways-celebrate-june/10002001002/	

5
Bloomberg	-	“Pride	Planners:	How	We’ll	
Celebrate	Despite…AnN-LGBTQ+	Laws”	
June	2,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-02.pdf	

hIps://www.bloomberg.com/news/arNcles/2023-06-02/pride-planners-how-
we-ll-celebrate-despite-anN-drag-anN-lgbtq-laws	

6
Ch.	15	News	(ABC)	-	“Pride	flag	burned	at	
Tempe	City	Hall”	
June	6,	2023

hIps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xt01q-bqrNo	

hIps://www.abc15.com/news/region-southeast-valley/tempe/pride-flag-
burned-at-tempe-city-hall-police-invesNgaNng	

6
Arizona	Republic	/	AZCentral.com	-	“Pride	
flag	removed	from	Tempe	City	Hall…”	
June	8,	2023	/	June	6,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-08.pdf	

hIps://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/tempe/2023/06/06/tempe-
city-hall-pride-flag-burned-possible-hate-crime/70295631007/	

6
Ch.	12	News	(NBC)	-	“Pride	flag	outside	of	
Tempe	City	Hall	burned"	
June	6,	2023

hIps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90Lt6vQeo80	

hIps://www.12news.com/arNcle/news/local/valley/pride-flag-outside-
tempe-city-hall-burned/75-f60e1af7-6773-4a83-a5ba-2f4e014bc770	

7
Arizona	Republic	/	AZCentral.com	-	Things	To	
Do:	“Your	complete	guide	to	Phoenix…”July	
6,	2023	/	June	28,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-07-06.pdf	

hIps://www.azcentral.com/story/entertainment/events/2023/06/28/
phoenix-pride-parade-fesNval-guide/70342529007/	

7
Axios	Phoenix	-	“Paulina	Rubio	and	AshanN	
to	headline	Phoenix	Pride”	
June	23,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-23.pdf	

hIps://www.axios.com/local/phoenix/2023/06/23/phoenix-pride-paulina-
rubio-ashanN-headline	

http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-03.pdf
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/06/01/arizona-governor-hobbs-hangs-lgbtq-pride-flags-from-state-capitol/70278716007/
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-01.pdf
https://www.azmirror.com/blog/hobbs-flies-lgbtq-pride-flags-on-the-az-executive-tower-for-first-time-ever/
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-05-30.pdf
https://www.azcentral.com/story/entertainment/events/2022/06/09/pride-month-phoenix-2022-10-ways-celebrate-june/10002001002/
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-02.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-06-02/pride-planners-how-we-ll-celebrate-despite-anti-drag-anti-lgbtq-laws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xt01q-bqrNo
https://www.abc15.com/news/region-southeast-valley/tempe/pride-flag-burned-at-tempe-city-hall-police-investigating
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-08.pdf
https://www.12news.com/article/news/local/valley/pride-flag-outside-tempe-city-hall-burned/75-f60e1af7-6773-4a83-a5ba-2f4e014bc770
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-07-06.pdf
https://www.azcentral.com/story/entertainment/events/2023/06/28/phoenix-pride-parade-festival-guide/70342529007/
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-23.pdf
https://www.axios.com/local/phoenix/2023/06/23/phoenix-pride-paulina-rubio-ashanti-headline
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SELECTED LINKS 
CONTINUED…

Following are links/URLs for selected items included in this report. This list is by no means comprehensive. The 
page number within this report on which each item is mentioned, is included for your reference.

Page Item Link

7
Ch.	15	News	(ABC)	-	“Phoenix	Pride	holds	
launch	event”	
June	20,	2023

hIps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cuwJPDhUx4	

hIps://www.abc15.com/news/region-phoenix-metro/central-phoenix/
phoenix-pride-previews-new-fesNval-and-talks-about-progress	

7
Ch.	12	News	(NBC)	-	2023	Phoenix	Pride	
FesNval	and	Parade	Launch	Party	coverage	
June	20,	2023	

hIps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUT2GkCbVDA

8
Arizona	Republic	-	“Pride’s	acNvism,	
celebraNons	in	Valley	grew	from	small	start”	
June	27,	2023	/	June	18,	2023

hIp://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-27.pdf	

hIps://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2023/06/18/original-
phoenix-pride-marcher-remembers-early-days-event/70333521007/	

9
Ch.	15	News	(ABC)	-	“10	Years	Later:	Looking	
back	at	the	passing	of	anN-LGBTQ+…laws…”	
June	19,	2023

hIps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09NpWjjoVyc	

hIps://www.abc15.com/news/local-news/10-years-later-looking-back-at-
the-passing-of-anN-lgbtq-discriminaNon-laws-in-phoenix	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cuwJPDhUx4
https://www.abc15.com/news/region-phoenix-metro/central-phoenix/phoenix-pride-previews-new-festival-and-talks-about-progress
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUT2GkCbVDA
http://pride.jmhelfgot.com/clips/2023/2023-06-27.pdf
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2023/06/18/original-phoenix-pride-marcher-remembers-early-days-event/70333521007/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09NpWjjoVyc
https://www.abc15.com/news/local-news/10-years-later-looking-back-at-the-passing-of-anti-lgbtq-discrimination-laws-in-phoenix
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For additional information, please contact: 

Jeremy M. Helfgot 

J.M. Helfgot Communications 

6635 West Happy Valley Road • Suite A104-127 
Phoenix, Arizona 85310 

Office Phone:   (623) 252-5642 
Mobile Phone:  (310) 413-3360 

Email: jm@helfgot.com 

World Wide Web: 

w w w. J M H E L F G O T . c o m

mailto:jm@helfgot.com
http://www.JMHELFGOT.com


w w w. J M H E L F G O T . c o m www.PhoenixPride.org
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U.S. Sen. Kyrsten Sinema worked as a
key intermediary between the Senate’s
Democratic and Republican leaders
Thursday to limit time-consuming
amendments ahead of a must-pass vote
on the debt-ceiling deal between Presi-
dent Joe Biden and House Speaker Kev-
in McCarthy.

Throughout the day, Sinema, I-Ariz.,
helped craft language agreeable to Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-

N.Y., and Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky.

Along with her conversations with
Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., the GOP whip,
the eventual joint statement from
Schumer and McConnell left Republi-
can senators willing to set aside more
amendments that would have pro-
longed an eventual vote needed to avert
an unprecedented government default.

In the end, the Senate passed the
debt ceiling measure 63-36 late Thurs-
day. Both Sinema and Sen. Mark Kelly,
D-Ariz., were among those who backed
a bill that grew out of a process neither

liked.
In a written statement, Sinema said

the stando! over the debt ceiling was
political.

“Default is not an option, and Con-
gress’s willingness to hold our nation’s
economy hostage for political points is
wrong,” she said.

“Today’s passage of our bipartisan
budget deal protects our economy and
everyday Americans’ opportunities to
build better lives. Congress must come
together to pass budgets on time, 

Senator helped craft language agreeable to leaders

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, I-Ariz., shuttles between the chamber and the whip office as the Senate dashes to wrap up votes on
amendments on the big debt ceiling and budget cuts package, at the Capitol in Washington on Thursday. AP

Sinema helps pass
debt-ceiling deal
Ronald J. Hansen
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SINEMA, Page 7A

INITIATIVES FOR LATINOS 3A

Attendees of Brighter Future: Education, Equity and
Empowerment event. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC

The Phoenix Suns are set to hire Frank Vogel as the
team’s 21st head coach in franchise history. 1B

Suns hire Vogel as coach

In a nod to remote work, Yelp Inc. said it will close an
o"ce in Scottsdale, where the majority of its local
employees haven’t used the space available. The
closure is expected to occur by July 1. 9A

Online !rm to close o"ce

*Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, tile, vinyl, and laminate, 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
DIĆ[HG�ćRRULQJ��QRQ�VWDQGDUG�IXUQLWXUH�PRYLQJ��RWKHU�PLVFHOODQHRXV�FKDUJHV��DQG�SULRU�SXUFKDVHV��
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in 
all areas. Valid through 07/02/2023. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except AZ, CA, MA, ME, NH, RI, UT) and installation provided by independent contractors.
Licensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108    © 2023 Empire Today, LLC 

Call                                              
or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper.

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate!

You Can Save Thousands!
Select styles.

602-607-1434

AR-GCI1063495-01

IN COUPON 

SAVINGS

★★★

SUNDAY: UP TO

$232

The groundwater aquifers currently
serving 4.6 million people across met-
ro Phoenix are lagging behind growth
on a trajectory that would run just
short of projected needs in 100 years,
according to a new state groundwater
model released Thursday by Gov. Katie
Hobbs. As a result, the state's water
agency will stop approving new devel-
opment that relies solely on ground-
water.

The model estimates future supply
and demand for the Phoenix Active
Management Area, a zone that in-
cludes most of the metro area, where
the state’s groundwater law requires
the Department of Water Resources to
certify that new homes have a safe
100-year water supply before they can
be built. Based on the new model,
some potential developments would
fail that test. 

The change does not a!ect existing
homeowners, and o"cials stressed
that major cities including Phoenix
have ample supplies and can continue
to grow. Hobbs also noted that about
80,000 unbuilt lots already are ap-
proved and can go forward.

“If we do nothing, we would face a
4% shortfall in groundwater supply
over the next 100 years,” Hobbs said. In
an e!ort to reverse that trend, she said
$40 million in repurposed federal CO-
VID-19 recovery funds will go toward a
new ADWR-administered fund, the
Arizona Water Resiliency Fund, to pro-
mote groundwater conservation and
seek sustainable water supplies. 

Water
shortfall
could halt
growth
80,000 unbuilt lots
already are approved

Brandon Loomis
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

Inside: Phoenix will reduce its
Colorado River usage by 30%. 3A

See WATER, Page 6A

Mail-in voting will continue as a cen-
tral part of state elections after the Arizo-
na Supreme Court declined to review a
challenge to the law’s constitutionality.

In rejecting a request for review from
the Arizona Republican Party, the high
court Friday let stand lower court rul-
ings that found mail-in voting, also
known as early voting, is constitutional.

The high court did not comment on
the issue, other than issuing a one-line
order denying the GOP’s petition for re-

view. The court also denied the party’s
request for attorney fees.

“I am pleased that the highest court
in the state ruled that early voting in Ar-
izona is here to stay. Early voting has
proven to be accurate, secure and the
convenient choice for millions of Arizo-
nans, who are the real winners of to-

day’s decision,” Secretary of State Adri-
an Fontes said. The GOP sued the secre-
tary’s o"ce, as well as elections o"cials
in all 15 counties.

The Republican Party called the case
a “legacy matter” from the prior admini-

Arizona Supreme Court rejects GOP bid to end mail-in voting
Mary Jo Pitzl
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See VOTING, Page 7A
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“New Maricopa County budget ap-
proved. Here’s what’s in it,” June 2,
Republic community editions:

The article reported an incorrect
amount for the Maricopa County bud-
get. The supervisors tentatively ap-
proved a $4.35 billion budget.

CORRECTIONS AND
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Lord, we understand you are not here
to provide us with everything we want
but rather everything we need. Amen. 

PRAYER

Customer service
To view important information online related to
your subscription, visit aboutyoursubscription.
azcentral.com. You can also manage your sub-
scription at account.azcentral.com.
Contact the Arizona Republic for questions
or report issues at 1-800-332-6733.
Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. with limited
support for Digital
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital
subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting 
azcentral.com/subscribe.

Contact us
Customer Service ........................... 1-800-332-6733
Newsroom ..............................602-444-NEWS (6397)
Advertising .......... Kevin Martinelli | 602-444-8671
Obituaries ........................ azcentral.com/obituaries
Classifieds ........................ classifieds.azcentral.com
Meet the newsroom. Share your stories. Visit the
Arizona Republic at connect.azcentral.com.

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us 
at accuracy@arizonarepublic.com to report a 
mistake or call 602-444-NEWS (6397). Describe
the error, where you saw it, the date, page num-
ber, or the URL. 

Postal information
The Arizona Republic, USPS #30-920, ISSN
#0892-8711, is published 7 days per week by
Gannett Media Corp, 200 East Van Buren St
Phoenix, AZ 85004. Periodicals postage paid at
Phoenix, AZ and additional mailing offices. Post-
master: Please send address changes to Custom-
er Service, PO Box 1387, Fort Smith, AR 72902.

Today is Saturday, June 3, the 154th
day of 2023. There are 211 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1621: The Dutch West India Co. re-
ceived its charter for a trade monopo-
ly in parts of the Americas and Africa. 

1888: The poem “Casey at the Bat” by
Ernest Lawrence Thayer was first pub-
lished in the San Francisco Daily Exam-
iner.

1935: The French liner Normandie set
a record on its maiden voyage, arriv-
ing in New York after crossing the
Atlantic in just four days.

1937: Edward, The Duke of Windsor,
who had abdicated the British throne,
married Wallis Simpson in a private
ceremony in Monts, France.

1962: Air France Flight 007, a U.S.-
bound Boeing 707, crashed while
attempting to take off from Orly Air-
port near Paris; all but two of the 132
people aboard were killed.

1965: Astronaut Edward H. White be-
came the first American to “walk” in
space during the flight of Gemini 4. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actor Irma P. Hall (“Soul Food”) is 88.
Singer Ian Hunter is 84. Singer Eddie
Holman is 77. Actor Tristan Rogers
(“General Hospital,” “The Young and
the Restless”) is 77. Actor Penelope
Wilton (“Downton Abbey”) is 77. Bass-
ist Too Slim of Riders in the Sky is 75.
Singer Suzi Quatro is 73. Singer De-
niece Williams is 73. Singer Dan Hill is
69. Actor Suzie Plakson (“How I Met
Your Mother”) is 65. Actor Scott Val-
entine (“Family Ties”) is 65. Guitarist
Kerry King of Slayer is 59. 
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U.S. Sen. Kyrsten Sinema and two
Democratic colleagues sided with Re-
publicans to seek to cancel President
Joe Biden’s student loan forgiveness
plan.

It comes as the debt-ceiling deal be-
tween Biden and House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., requires restarting
collection of such debts later this year.

Ending Biden’s plans to erase up to
$20,000 for those making less than
$125,000 annually faces an uncertain
future.

He is likely to veto the measure,
which passed 52-46 in the Senate on
Wednesday and narrowly cleared the
House on party lines.

The Biden policy is also being chal-
lenged by Republican attorneys general
in court.

Sens. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and Jon
Tester, D-Mont., joined Sinema, I-Ariz.,
on a vote to block Biden’s plan that had
the support of every Republican sena-
tor.

The student loan issue stands as an
area separating Sinema from Demo-
crats, whom she has worked with, along
with Republicans, to avert a govern-
ment default.

Sinema worked in tandem with Sen.
Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., on trying to keep the
aims of a law boosting domestic semi-
conductor manufacturing intact during
the negotiations.

But she parted ways with most in her
former party on the issue of wiping out
student loan debts.

In a written statement, Sinema called
Biden’s plans unrealistic and unfair.

“Like many Arizonans, education
was my key to opportunity,” said Sine-
ma, who carried student loan debt when
she joined Congress. “Arizonans expect
— and deserve — lasting solutions that
tackle the underlying problem of high
education costs.

“The President’s student loan for-
giveness plan — fueled by politics and
not reality — is unfair to hardworking
Arizonans who have responsibly paid
their student loans, creates false expec-

tations, and undermines Arizona stu-
dents’ economic certainty.”

She has backed alternate plans in-
tended to make student loans more af-
fordable, including one modeled after
an Arizona matched-savings plan that
Sinema said would help reduce student
debt loads.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., said
Biden’s expected veto will keep his plan
on track.

“Senate Republicans just voted to
block (Biden’s) student debt relief plan,
force millions to immediately pay back
paused student loans & claw back relief
from public servants,” she wrote in a
tweet.

“It’s shameful. Thankfully we have
President Biden who cares about work-
ing people & will veto this.”

Student loan payments could re-
sume, perhaps by the beginning of Sep-
tember, under the terms of the debt-
ceiling deal that is expected to pass the
Senate and gain Biden’s approval ahead
of the Monday deadline to avoid default.

If the student debt pause ends, it will
restart payment obligations for at least
30 million people.

While Sinema opposed extending the
debt pause now, she supported it at the
outset of the pandemic, when it began.

In June 2021, Sinema was one of 21
Democratic senators to sign on to a let-
ter to Biden urging an extension of the
student debt pause headed by Warren
and Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y.

“Extending the pause on student
loan payments will help Arizonans get
back on their feet as our economy recov-
ers from the pandemic,” Sinema said at
the time.

The joint letter argued that the pan-
demic required a pause on payments by
debtors restricted by an economy that
still was recovering from quarantine
and its related economic problems. It
also argued that student debt was a
problem even before the pandemic.

“The United States faces a historic
student debt crisis, with many of the
nearly 43 million Americans with stu-
dent loans being crushed under almost
$1.6 trillion in debt,” the letter said.

Sinema sides with
GOP to block Biden
on student debt
Ronald J. Hansen
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

In 2019, then-Secretary of State Ka-
tie Hobbs hung two !ags celebrating
the gay and transgender communities
from the Arizona Capitol. Within
hours, she was forced to take them
down by the GOP-majority Legisla-
ture.

Four years later, Hobbs on Thursday
hung four rainbow and transgender
pride !ags seven !oors up, from the
balconies of her gubernatorial o"ce
suite.

This time, there was no one to tell
her — the highest-ranking state o"cial
— to take them down.

The governor and her sta# hung the
10-by-15-foot progress pride !ags from
the state’s Executive O"ce Tower
early on the $rst day of LGBTQ pride
month.

The political statement rea"rms
the Democratic governor’s commit-
ment to LGBTQ communities and
taunts conservative lawmakers who
have spent this year’s legislative ses-
sion pressing forward culture war is-
sues, such as limiting the use of pre-
ferred pronouns for minors and limit-
ing drag shows. Hobbs has vetoed or
pledged to veto all of those bills.

“To the LGBTQ+ Arizonans, we cel-
ebrate the light and energy you bring to
our state, and I will continue to work
alongside you until we have an Arizona
where everyone, no matter who they
are or who they love, has the safety,
freedom, and opportunity to truly live
their authentic lives,” Hobbs said in a
statement on Thursday.

Progress pride !ags have the tradi-
tional rainbow associated LGBTQ
pride !ags, but with white, pink and
light blue stripes to represent trans-
gender people and black and brown
stripes to honor communities of color,
according to the Human Rights Cam-
paign, a LGBTQ advocacy organiza-
tion. Hobbs was narrowly elected in
November and, while previously serv-
ing as a state lawmaker, also worked in
the leadership of Phoenix Pride. Her
$rst executive order signed as gover-
nor prevented discrimination in the
state’s business and employment mat-
ters on the basis of gender identity and
sexual orientation.

Why Hobbs had to take flags
down in 2019

In 2019, her $rst year in o"ce after
she was elected secretary of state,
Hobbs hung pride !ags from the his-
toric Capitol building, prompting an
objection from legislative counsel who
said the !ags were not allowed and
had to come down. That 2019 incident
is widely believed to be the $rst time
an Arizona o"cial had displayed a
pride !ag at the Capitol. 

Ultimately forcing Hobbs to take

down the !ags was a “powerful re-
minder of how much ignorance and
bigotry and hatred was still out there,”
said Jeremy Helfgot, spokesperson for
Phoenix Pride. “To be here four years
later to see now-Gov. Hobbs return to
hang those !ags once again, and
knowing that in her elevated position
there aren’t going to be those same
challenges is a real triumph.” 

Helfgot said the !ags were an im-
portant symbol, especially amid GOP
culture wars against drag artists and
transgender adults and youth. 

Two years ago, Arizona’s Republi-
can-majority Legislature and then
Gov. Doug Ducey, a Republican, en-
acted laws banning transgender girls
from playing sports and prohibiting
gender reassignment surgery for mi-
nors. Hobbs and her veto power have
served as a backstop to several bills
GOP lawmakers are pushing this year
that LGBTQ advocates have deemed
hateful to their communities.

“For individuals and particularly for
trans young people in Arizona who
have found themselves under attack in
the past several years, and under an
attack that is continuing even as we
speak, it’s critical for them to see and
know that there are people in public
leadership who do see them, who will
defend them, and who will stand up for
inclusion,” Helfgot said.

Two of Hobbs’ !ags waved in the
breeze overlooking the Arizona Legis-
lature, which was quiet Thursday
while lawmakers are in a recess, but
whose members represent more polit-
ical extremes than in years past.

One of the farthest right lawmakers,
Sen. Anthony Kern, R-Glendale, wrote
on social media Thursday that June
was a month to celebrate “wedding(s)
between one man and one woman; not
celebrate perversion and debauchery.” 

Kern did not respond to questions
about his homophobic post. As to the
!ags, Kern said in a statement that
Hobbs was virtue signaling for her
“woke base” and would rather use tax-
payer resources to “propagandize for
her far-left base than engage in the
real issues facing Arizonans.”

‘It’s a historic day’

Those views are not in line with
most Americans, over 6 in 10 of whom
favorably view legalization of same sex
marriage, according to a Pew Research
Center survey from October. A sepa-
rate Pew survey in May 2022 found
Americans’ views on transgender peo-
ple were much more complex, with
most favoring anti-discrimination
protections but an almost even num-
ber saying society has gone too far or
not far enough toward accepting them. 

The giant and brightly colored !ags,
which Hobbs’ campaign touted in a
fundraising email hours later, are vis-
ible evidence of the stylistic shift in
the Governor’s O"ce.

One of four Pride flags, hung by Gov. Katie Hobbs, is positioned on a 9th floor
balcony at the State Capitol Executive building. MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLIC

Gov. Hobbs hangs
pride !ags from
Capitol o"ce tower
Stacey Barchenger
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK



For the first time, pride flags are flying from Arizona’s executive tower.  

On Thursday, the start of the official month-long celebration of LGBTQ communities across the country, Gov. 
Katie Hobbs decorated the Ninth Floor balcony with four pride flags. The Democrat, a staunch supporter of 
LGBTQ rights, vowed in a statement to continue working to ensure equality for all Arizonans. 

“I’m proud to stand tall for an Arizona that’s for everyone, including the LGBTQ+ community,” she said. “To 
the LGBTQ+ Arizonans, we celebrate the light and energy you bring to our state, and I will continue to work 
alongside you until we have an Arizona where everyone, no matter who they are or who they love, has the 
safety, freedom and opportunity to truly live their authentic lives.”  

Her outspoken support sharply contrasts the bevy of discriminatory bills passed by the Republican-majority 
legislature just steps away from her office.  1



Under former Gov. Doug Ducey, GOP lawmakers barred trans girls from participating in school sports and took 
away the ability of trans minors to direct their own health care. But Hobbs this session has served as a bulwark 
against renewed vitriol, wielding her veto stamp to reject attempts to ban preferred pronouns in schools and 
prevent trans women from working in shelters. 

And with a spate of discriminatory legislation still poised to land on her desk, she has continued to voice her 
opposition to laws that attack the rights of LGBTQ Arizonans. 

Bridget Sharpe applauded the presence of pride flags at the state Capitol, and characterized them as an 
extension of Hobbs’ track record of support for the community. Sharpe is the director of the Arizona chapter of 
the Human Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest LGBTQ advocacy organization. 

“The Human Rights Campaign is grateful for Gov. Katie Hobbs’ public and vocal support for the LGBTQ+ 
community,” she said in an emailed statement. “From displaying pride flags to vetoing discriminatory 
legislation, she has been a crucial ally to LGBTQ+ Arizonans — particularly transgender youth.”

This isn’t the first time Hobbs has draped Capitol buildings in pride flags, but it’s the first time they’re 
guaranteed to stay up, said Jeremy Helfgot, spokesman for Phoenix Pride. In 2019, Hobbs placed a gay pride 
and a trans pride flag on the balcony of the historic state Capitol building, but they were quickly removed by 
legislative staff who cited violations of event and display rules. Helfgot, who at the time condemned the 
removal, estimated they remained up for less than two hours.

2



The difference between the 2019 incident, which he called a sobering reminder of bigotry, and Hobbs’ 
undeniable support is impactful, Helfgot said. 

“We have a significant portion of our population in the state who are living in part or in whole in the proverbial 
closet,” he said. “So, to be seen in that way, to be acknowledged by a state government that has often been — 
and continues to be in some areas — very oppressive is a very powerful reminder that…people who are in 
positions of leadership do see the community and recognize and value the LGBTQ+ population. 

“That kind of validation, especially in the face of so many attempts to invalidate individuals’ existence, is 
incredibly empowering. Symbols matter.” 

Jeanne Woodbury, a lobbyist for Equality Arizona, a pro-LGBTQ advocacy group, said that, while putting up 
flags may seem like a small gesture, the repeated willingness of Hobbs to make public statements of support is 
encouraging for LGBTQ Arizonans. Doing so doesn’t come without political risk, she said. 

In her first act as governor, Hobbs issued an executive order that directed the state’s department of 
administration to enforce non-discrimination laws in all hiring practices and expanded that directive to include 
LGBTQ rights. Republican lawmakers were outraged and threatened to take her to court over the order. So far, 
no legal action has materialized.

“This is something that sends a signal not just that we have the support of the governor, but that she is willing to 
take risks for us,” Woodbury said.

Hobbs wasn’t alone in marking the official start of LGBTQ pride month. In a stark contrast to past 
administrations, each of the three Democratic statewide officeholders celebrated the beginning of pride month. 

“Every Arizonan should be empowered to take pride in their true selves,” tweeted Attorney General Kris 
Mayes, the state’s first openly gay AG. 

“It’s more important than ever that our elected officials and state offices and agencies work to protect and 
promote the civil rights of LGBTQ+ Arizonans,” tweeted Secretary of State Adrian Fontes.

And the LGBTQ Caucus of the state legislature, headed by Democrats, celebrated the kickoff in a statement on 
Twitter, but also warned that the battle for equality continues, especially in the face of hostility from 
GOP politicians. 

“Pride Month is a celebration of hard-won civil rights and the message that everyone is equal and deserving of 
full protection under the law,” said Rep. Oscar De Los Santos, D-Laveen. “We cannot let far-right politicians 
and hate groups further undermine that progress. Let this month be a reminder of how far we have come, but 
also how much work there still is to do to end attacks on the LGBTQ community.”

-30-
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It’s a Monday afternoon, and a sixth
grade math class is humming with dis-
cussion as students shift and wiggle
next to whiteboards set around the
room.

They’re trying to solve a math prob-
lem, and for a few minutes, all they’ve
got is each other. Some explain the solu-
tion to their groups, while others silent-
ly stare at their board or laugh at a non-
math joke.

In a traditional classroom, the scene
would be considered disorderly. But in
this classroom, the disorder is the point.

At Stevenson Elementary School,
Craig Smith is one of six adults, includ-

“We’re doing something really different this year.”
Craig Smith
Stevenson Elementary School teacher

Makayla Stepp works during a Makers Space assignment on Feb. 1 in her !fth and sixth grade classroom at Stevenson
Elementary School in Mesa. PHOTOS BY MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC

Teachers team up
to reshape classes

Teacher Craig Smith works on a math problem with Makaiyah Ratcliffe at
Stevenson Elementary School in Mesa.

Mesa schools taking part
in experiment with ASU

Yana Kunichoff
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TEACHERS, Page 6A

Arizona Secretary of State Adrian
Fontes says the recently approved
state budget harms democracy by un-
derfunding his o!ce.

Fontes got $2.3 million of the extra
$4.2 million he was seeking, although
the $2.3 million is for the coming year
only, with no assurance the money will
be renewed in future years.

That makes it di!cult to plan or to
hire the 10 sta" members he had hoped
for, he said in an interview with The
Arizona Republic.

“What I’m looking at is a system
that prioritizes politics over democra-
cy,” said Fontes, a Democrat elected
last fall. He said he wasn’t criticizing
any individual involved in the process
but rather faulting a system that he
said isn’t focused on ensuring govern-
ment runs at a high level.

His comments drew pushback from
Republican legislative leaders.

“That’s ridiculous hyperbole,” Sen-
ate President Warren Petersen, R-Gil-
bert, said.

The secretary’s budget didn’t take
any cuts from its current level, Peter-

Fontes:
Funds for
o!ce not
su!cient
Secretary of state says
budget hurts democracy

Mary Jo Pitzl
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FONTES, Page 6A

WASHINGTON – Now that Presi-
dent Joe Biden and House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy have reached a deal to
avoid a #rst-ever default on the na-
tion’s debt, they are turning to an ardu-
ous task: selling it to their allies.

Both leaders projected con#dence
over the weekend about an agreement
struck late Saturday to raise the debt
ceiling until 2025 in exchange for
spending caps and other GOP de-
mands. Biden, McCarthy and other
leaders have less than a week to pull
together the votes to shepherd the 

Biden, McCarthy
begin push for
debt deal votes
John Fritze and Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

See DEBT DEAL, Page 12A
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It’s a Monday afternoon, and a sixth
grade math class is humming with dis-
cussion as students shift and wiggle
next to whiteboards set around the
room.

They’re trying to solve a math prob-
lem, and for a few minutes, all they’ve
got is each other. Some explain the solu-
tion to their groups, while others silent-
ly stare at their board or laugh at a non-
math joke.

In a traditional classroom, the scene
would be considered disorderly. But in
this classroom, the disorder is the point.

At Stevenson Elementary School,
Craig Smith is one of six adults, includ-

“We’re doing something really different this year.”
Craig Smith
Stevenson Elementary School teacher

Makayla Stepp works during a Makers Space assignment on Feb. 1 in her !fth and sixth grade classroom at Stevenson
Elementary School in Mesa. PHOTOS BY MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC

Teachers team up
to reshape classes

Teacher Craig Smith works on a math problem with Makaiyah Ratcliffe at
Stevenson Elementary School in Mesa.

Mesa schools taking part
in experiment with ASU

Yana Kunichoff
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TEACHERS, Page 6A

Arizona Secretary of State Adrian
Fontes says the recently approved
state budget harms democracy by un-
derfunding his o!ce.

Fontes got $2.3 million of the extra
$4.2 million he was seeking, although
the $2.3 million is for the coming year
only, with no assurance the money will
be renewed in future years.

That makes it di!cult to plan or to
hire the 10 sta" members he had hoped
for, he said in an interview with The
Arizona Republic.

“What I’m looking at is a system
that prioritizes politics over democra-
cy,” said Fontes, a Democrat elected
last fall. He said he wasn’t criticizing
any individual involved in the process
but rather faulting a system that he
said isn’t focused on ensuring govern-
ment runs at a high level.

His comments drew pushback from
Republican legislative leaders.

“That’s ridiculous hyperbole,” Sen-
ate President Warren Petersen, R-Gil-
bert, said.

The secretary’s budget didn’t take
any cuts from its current level, Peter-

Fontes:
Funds for
o!ce not
su!cient
Secretary of state says
budget hurts democracy

Mary Jo Pitzl
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FONTES, Page 6A

WASHINGTON – Now that Presi-
dent Joe Biden and House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy have reached a deal to
avoid a #rst-ever default on the na-
tion’s debt, they are turning to an ardu-
ous task: selling it to their allies.

Both leaders projected con#dence
over the weekend about an agreement
struck late Saturday to raise the debt
ceiling until 2025 in exchange for
spending caps and other GOP de-
mands. Biden, McCarthy and other
leaders have less than a week to pull
together the votes to shepherd the 

Biden, McCarthy
begin push for
debt deal votes
John Fritze and Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

See DEBT DEAL, Page 12A
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THINGS TO DO

This June, drag shows, live music performances and pageants
featuring members of Arizona’s LGBTQIA+ community are taking
place across metro Phoenix in honor of Pride Month. h Fans of
“The Real Housewives of Salt Lake City” and “RuPaul’s Drag Race
All Stars” have the chance to meet stars from the shows at two
drag performances. If live sports is more your vibe, some of the
city’s teams are hosting special Pride nights. To see who’s going to
compete on behalf of Arizona at Miss Gay America, grab some
tickets to Miss Gay Arizona America 2023. h The Phoenix Pride
Festival and Parade won’t take place until late October, when
(hopefully) cooler weather makes the outdoor events more com-
fortable to attend. h Here’s your guide to Pride Month events hap-
pening around metro Phoenix in June and July 2023. 

CELEBRATE ALL MONTH
LONG AT THESE 10 EVENTS

KiMi Robinson and So!a Krusmark Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK

See EVENTS, Page 3C
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By the time Rob Thomas hit the road
in 2017 on a tour celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of Matchbox Twenty, he was
feeling pretty comfortable with the idea
that they’d never make another album.

It had been !ve years since “North”
and he was getting used to the idea of just
touring on their hits.

“In 2012, our plan was that we weren’t
gonna make records anymore,” he says.
“We were gonna just every few years tour
and maybe put out a song or two. That
was kind of the business model.”

Thomas had his solo work to keep him
busy. Drummer Paul Doucette was scor-

ing !lms. Guitarist Kyle Cook was a year
out from releasing his !rst solo album.

No one needed Matchbox Twenty in
their lives as a creative outlet.

“That just seemed like where we were
in our career,” Thomas says with an audi-
ble shrug.

How COVID-19 put Matchbox
Twenty in the studio for their
!rst album in 11 years

Then COVID-19 happened, causing
them to postpone all their Matchbox
Twenty touring plans for 2020 and again
in 2021 and 2022.

“In 2022, people went out again, but
we weren’t ready,” Thomas says.

“We had some people with some

health issues, and we didn’t feel safe
enough yet. That’s when we decided we
have all these fans, we’re fortunate that
they’ve been holding onto tickets,
they’re still waiting. Maybe when we
come out, it shouldn’t just be a nostalgia
tour.”

That’s why they’re releasing “Where 

Rob Thomas talks Matchbox 20 album as tour hits Phoenix
Ed Masley
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MATCHBOX TWENTY, Page 6C

Matchbox Twenty
When: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 31. 

Where: Talking Stick Resort
Amphitheatre, 2121 N. 83rd Ave.,
Phoenix. 

Admission: $30 and up. 

Details: 602-254-7200, livenation.com.
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Phoenix Gay Men’s Chorus: Born
to Be Brave

The Phoenix Gay Men’s Chorus is
performing “Born to Be Brave,” “a high-
energy musical production about !ve
people auditioning for the Phoenix Gay
Men’s Chorus,” on the afternoon of June
3. Joining them on stage are more than
70 singers and three dance troupes.

The group will perform songs that
span a range of pop culture favorites,
such as “Dear Evan Hansen,” “Hamil-
ton,” Lady Gaga, Bruno Mars, My Chem-
ical Romance and Cyndi Lauper.

Details: 2-4 p.m. Saturday, June 3.
Tempe Center for the Arts, 700 W. Rio
Salado Parkway. $30, $25 for age 65 and
older, $15 for age 12 and younger; plus
fees. 480-350-2822, https://www.tem-
pecenterforthearts.com.

‘Glow: Neon Party’ with Kahanna
Montrese of ‘RuPaul’s Drag Race
All Stars’

Pride at Night AZ will host “Glow: Ne-
on Party Featuring Kahanna Montrese”
— who’s among the current Season 8
cast of “RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars” —
at Charlie’s Phoenix. General admission
for the 21-and-up event will be available
at the door; VIP ($100 plus fees for table;
includes four meet-and-greet passes)
and meet-and-greet tickets ($15 plus
fees) can be purchased ahead on Event-
brite.

Details: 8 p.m. Saturday, June 10.
Charlie’s Phoenix, 727 W. Camelback
Road. https://www.eventbrite.com.

Pride Night at Phoenix Rising

Phoenix Rising FC’s Pride Night — in
partnership with ONE Community, the
Phoenix Gay Flag Football League and
Rewined Beer and Wine Bar — will take
place during their home game against
Oakland Roots SC on June 10. According
to the team’s theme night schedule,
there will be a pregame happy hour dur-
ing the PGFFL all-star game.

Details: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 10.
Phoenix Rising Soccer Stadium, 3801 E.
Washington St., Phoenix. From $24,
plus fees. 623-594-9606, https://
www.phxrisingfc.com/schedule. 

Desert Overture’s celebration of
music from LGBTQ+ 

Desert Overture, Phoenix’s LGBTQ+
wind ensemble, “will be taking a look at

some of the most distinguished
LGBTQ+ composers from the past to the
present,” according to the group’s web-
site. This year’s performance, called
Composed with Pride!, starts at 3 p.m.
June 11 at Tempe Center for the Arts.

They are named after “an LGBT band
of the same name that performed in
Phoenix in the 1980s, which was among
the !rst LGBT bands in the country,” ac-
cording to Desert Overture’s website.

Details: 3-5 p.m. Sunday, June 11.
Tempe Center for the Arts, 700 W. Rio
Salado Parkway. $20 plus fees, $15 for
seniors and students with ID, free for
children 12 and younger; there is a $5
surcharge at the door. 480-350-2822,
https://desertoverture.org/perfor-
mances.

LGBTQ virtual !lm discussion

The Phoenix Public Library’s month-
ly LGBTQ !lm discussion on June 15 will
focus on the 2000 !lm “Sordid Lives,”
starring Olivia Newton-John, Leslie Jor-
dan and Beau Bridges. The virtual gath-
ering will take place over Webex; regis-
tration is required to receive a link. “Sor-
did Lives” is free to view on Kanopy; the
library has a page on how to register for
an account with your library card.

“It’s all about watching !lms, sharing
stories and having an honest conversa-
tion about the tough issues faced by the
LGBTQ community,” reads the event de-
scription.

Details: Noon-1 p.m. Thursday, June
15. 602-262-4636, https://calen-
dar.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/
event/10394233.

Arizona Diamondbacks Pride Night 

The Arizona Diamondbacks are up
against the Cleveland Guardians for the
MLB team’s annual Pride night on June
17. Tickets start at $25. The !rst 15,000
fans will receive a Pride bag.

Details: 7:10 p.m. Saturday, June 17.
Chase Field, 401 E. Je"erson St., Phoe-
nix. From $27, plus fees. 602-514-8400,
https://www.mlb.com/dbacks/tickets/
promotions/2023.

Pride drag brunch with Whitney
Rose from ‘Real Housewives’ 

The Drag Bus is hosting a drag
brunch starring Whitney Rose of “Real
Housewives of Salt Lake City” fame
alongside performers Paris Amour-
McKenzie, Benaddiction, Kelly Rivera,
Mynx Demilo, Salem Vee, Camilla Gran-
dé, Lola VanHorn and Chanel Douglas. 

Doors open for the 21-and-older
event at 10:30 a.m. June 18 at Almost
Famous in Old Town Scottsdale. There

are VIP ($600 for six people or $1,000
for 10 people, plus taxes and fees) and
Whitney Rose meet-and-greet ($25
plus taxes and fees) options; all ad-
mission has a two-drink minimum. 

Details: 11:30 a.m. Sunday, June 18.
Almost Famous, 7419 E. Indian Plaza,
Suite A, Scottsdale. From $35, plus
taxes and fees. https://www.event-
brite.com. 

Phoenix Pride Awards Reception
and Mx Phoenix Pride Pageant

The Phoenix Pride Awards Recep-
tion is back this year to honor excep-
tional individuals and organizations
in the community. Miss Phoenix Pride
2011, Olivia Gardens, will host
throughout the evening and will be
joined by Aimee Justice for the Mx
Phoenix Pride Pageant, which begins
at 6 p.m.

A welcome cocktail and appetizers
reception begin at 4 p.m., with the
award presentation beginning at 4:30
p.m. Guests can stick around to see
contestants compete for the title of Mx
Phoenix Pride during the pageant,
which has the theme of “heritage” this
year.

Details: 4-9 p.m. Sunday, June 25.
From $20 for reception only, $30 for
reception and pageant, plus fees.
Tempe Center for the Arts, 700 W. Rio
Salado Parkway. 480-350-2822,
https://www.tempecenterfor-
thearts.com.

Phoenix Mercury Pride Night

Phoenix Mercury’s annual Pride night
— sponsored by Hornitos Tequila — re-
turns on Thursday, June 29, when the
WNBA team plays the Indiana Fever. This
year’s giveaway is Mercury bucket hats.

Details: 7 p.m. Thursday, June 29.
Footprint Center, 201 E. Je"erson St.,
Phoenix. From $25 plus fees. 602-379-
7800, https://mercury.wnba.com/the-
menights.

Miss Gay Arizona America 2023:
‘Gothic Gala’

The contestants who won their re-
spective district pageants are on their
way to Miss Gay Arizona America 2023,
which takes place in downtown Phoenix
on July 1 this year. Guests are invited to
watch preliminary winners compete in
various categories for a chance to make it
to the national level at Miss Gay America,
which is scheduled for January 2024. 

This year’s event, which has a “Gothic
Gala” theme, will also honor Miss Gay Ar-
izona America 2022, Janeé Starr. Time
and admission will be announced later.

Details: Saturday, July 1. Herberger
Theater Center, 222 E. Monroe St., Phoe-
nix. Tickets start at $25. https://
www.missgayarizonaamerica.com.

Reach the reporter at kimi.robin-
son@gannett.com. Follow her on Twitter
@kimirobin and Instagram @Reporter-
KiMi.

Events
Continued from Page 1C

People watch as the Phoenix Pride Parade travels down Third Street toward
Steele Indian School Park on Oct. 16, 2022. MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLIC
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Pursuits
+ Equality

Pride Planners: How We’ll Celebrate
Despite Anti-Drag, Anti-LGBTQ Laws
In America’s ever-more-polarized political environment,
annual celebrations of diversity are as fraught as ever. Here’s
what’s happening with festivals big and small in states inundated
with anti-LGBTQ legislation.

Nashville Pride Photographer: Jason Kempin/Getty Images
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In state legislatures across the US, lawmakers have introduced a record number of anti-LGBTQ bills
this year, including anti-transgender and anti-drag laws. For organizations that produce the hundreds
of annual Pride celebrations around the country, the show was always going to go on. The root of
Pride, after all, is protest.

The current iterations of Pride are manifold, including festivals, parades and marches. They are also
major economic drivers. LGBTQ nonprofits rely on Pride events to fund year-round programs, and
local businesses bank on crowds spending money at bars, restaurants and hotels. The National LGBT
Chamber of Commerce estimates that LGBTQ-owned businesses contribute more than $1.7 trillion to
the national economy each year. Much of that can be generated during Pride events, which typically
occur in June.

Read more: The Business of Pride, 50 Years After Stonewall

In the wake of increasingly hostile laws at the state level targeting LGBTQ people, organizers in Tampa
and St. Cloud, Florida, canceled their events, citing the state’s political climate. Many groups are
closely watching state courts, where pending lawsuits will determine whether they’ll be able to stage
drag events during Pride.

More from

Pursuits +
Equality

Despite Advisories from Civil Rights Groups, Disney Gay Days Is Still On

Governments Pressure FIFA to Avoid Women’s World Cup Blackout

The Human Rights Campaign Issues a Travel Advisory for Florida

Spanish Football’s Attempt to Deal With Racism Hits New Low

A ruling in Tennessee regarding a state-level anti-drag law is due on Friday, June 2; as signed by
Governor Bill Lee, a Republican, it would classify drag as an “adult cabaret performance,” ban
performances on public property or in places where a child might see one, and put performers at risk
of being charged with a felony.

Pride organizers in Tennessee still plan to include drag performances in the hope that the lawsuit
brought by Friends of George’s, a Memphis nonprofit, will triumph. If not, they say they have
contingency plans. Whatever the ruling, protecting and supporting their performers is their avowed
top priority, as Pride organizers operating in other hostile environments say.

Read more: Drag Shows Are the Next Target for Republican Lawmakers
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this year, including anti-transgender and anti-drag laws. For organizations that produce the hundreds
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local businesses bank on crowds spending money at bars, restaurants and hotels. The National LGBT
Chamber of Commerce estimates that LGBTQ-owned businesses contribute more than $1.7 trillion to
the national economy each year. Much of that can be generated during Pride events, which typically
occur in June.
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A ruling in Tennessee regarding a state-level anti-drag law is due on Friday, June 2; as signed by
Governor Bill Lee, a Republican, it would classify drag as an “adult cabaret performance,” ban
performances on public property or in places where a child might see one, and put performers at risk
of being charged with a felony.

Pride organizers in Tennessee still plan to include drag performances in the hope that the lawsuit
brought by Friends of George’s, a Memphis nonprofit, will triumph. If not, they say they have
contingency plans. Whatever the ruling, protecting and supporting their performers is their avowed
top priority, as Pride organizers operating in other hostile environments say.

Read more: Drag Shows Are the Next Target for Republican LawmakersBloomberg spoke with Pride organizers in seven cities across five states impacted by such laws. They
discussed their security and sponsorship concerns, how they intend to protect performers in drag and
others as they prepare to take the stage, and why they’re anticipating higher-than-ever turnout as an
act of defiance and solidarity by the community.

Interviews have been edited for length and clarity.

Memphis Pride Fest, Tennessee, June 2�3

Memphis Pride Photographer: Kevin Lee Reed

Lawmakers in Tennessee have introduced at least 26 anti-LGBTQ bills this year, according to a count by the
American Civil Liberties Union. Five have been passed into law, including a bill blocking doctors from
providing gender-affirming care to transgender and nonbinary minors.

VANESSA RODLEY, President, Mid-South Pride: We know that what we have to do is really important,
so we are trying to make sure that we are the most visible we ever have been for Pride. We have to deal
with protesters every year. But now, the level of hate is so high. It's very stressful knowing that you're
going to have 50,000 people at an event, and you are responsible for their safety.

We meet as a team weekly and I meet with the sheriff's liaisons and the police liaisons every month. It
is very scary and stressful, but it's what's needed. We're working with Homeland Security, FBI—

We've been able to work out an agreement where the city mayor is very much on board with us
continuing Pride as normal. And [Knoxville Police Department] here in Knoxville is also willing to
make sure everyone is safe and taken care of. And no one's gonna have to worry about being arrested
for being who they are. Our county mayor is a different story, but World’s Fair Park—our venue—is
controlled by the city mayor.

In 2018, we had about 35,000 people, and in 2022, we had 84,000 people. The biggest thing that will
change this year is it will be more politically leaning. A queer-owned corporate sponsor dropped out
just because they didn't want to be political, which is more disheartening than a major company
dropping out. It’s sad when it's a locally owned business. Unfortunately, a lot of corporations aren't
willing to be on one side or the other.

My question will be—once we get through this year, depending on how political we move—what will it
look like next year? The goal is to make as much money this year, bank it so we're good to go for next
year. We’re a 501, so we have to be careful about how far politically we go, but we are very
comfortable getting us as close to that line as we possibly can.

Phoenix Pride Festival, Arizona, Oct. 21�22

Phoenix Pride Source: Phoenix Pride



Lawmakers in Arizona have introduced at least 11 anti-LGBTQ bills this year. Governor Katie Hobbs, a
Democrat, last month vetoed a bill that would ban school employees from referring to a transgender or
nonbinary child by their name and pronouns unless the child’s parent approved it.

JEREMY HELFGOT, Spokesperson, Phoenix Pride: Our Pride Festival and parade is in October to avoid
the summer heat, but we will be active during Pride month with a number of events, as well as some
civic engagements like Pride flag raisings.

We have a vibrant and very active drag community in Phoenix. You can see a professional drag
performance just about every night of the week. We're talking about something that has a very real
economic impact on people's lives—not only for the performers, but for the venues who host
performances and the people who work at those venues, for people who do the ancillary
work: costume designers, wigmakers, people who do makeup and choreography and music for these
performances.

We’re excited to present our drag pageants, but obviously there is concern. Drag culture is under
severe attack. We've seen toxic actions coming out of the Arizona legislature. Thankfully, our current
governor, Katie Hobbs (who is a former employee of Phoenix Pride), has been a longtime ally of the
community. She has already made clear that she will veto these bills. It still sends a terrible, chilling
message, and it creates doubt and uncertainty for those in the community.

We had more than 30,000 attendees at the Phoenix Rainbows festival in April, and our signature
annual event draws crowds at and above 50,000. We use 35 acres of festival space, seven stages of live
entertainment.

Part of building safe spaces is the sense of welcoming and acceptance, but we also have to take into
consideration physical security. We work constantly with public safety partners at the local, state and
federal level.

LGBTQ+ folks are part of the broader community. These are friends, family members, neighbors, co-
workers, teammates, people who are ingrained in our everyday life around us. And these are people
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Lawmakers in Arizona have introduced at least 11 anti-LGBTQ bills this year. Governor Katie Hobbs, a
Democrat, last month vetoed a bill that would ban school employees from referring to a transgender or
nonbinary child by their name and pronouns unless the child’s parent approved it.

JEREMY HELFGOT, Spokesperson, Phoenix Pride: Our Pride Festival and parade is in October to avoid
the summer heat, but we will be active during Pride month with a number of events, as well as some
civic engagements like Pride flag raisings.

We have a vibrant and very active drag community in Phoenix. You can see a professional drag
performance just about every night of the week. We're talking about something that has a very real
economic impact on people's lives—not only for the performers, but for the venues who host
performances and the people who work at those venues, for people who do the ancillary
work: costume designers, wigmakers, people who do makeup and choreography and music for these
performances.

We’re excited to present our drag pageants, but obviously there is concern. Drag culture is under
severe attack. We've seen toxic actions coming out of the Arizona legislature. Thankfully, our current
governor, Katie Hobbs (who is a former employee of Phoenix Pride), has been a longtime ally of the
community. She has already made clear that she will veto these bills. It still sends a terrible, chilling
message, and it creates doubt and uncertainty for those in the community.

We had more than 30,000 attendees at the Phoenix Rainbows festival in April, and our signature
annual event draws crowds at and above 50,000. We use 35 acres of festival space, seven stages of live
entertainment.

Part of building safe spaces is the sense of welcoming and acceptance, but we also have to take into
consideration physical security. We work constantly with public safety partners at the local, state and
federal level.

LGBTQ+ folks are part of the broader community. These are friends, family members, neighbors, co-
workers, teammates, people who are ingrained in our everyday life around us. And these are people
who deserve the same respect, the same dignity, the same honor and the same rights as everyone else.
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The fallout from that has spread beyond the chambers of our legislature into extremist activity down
at the community level in particular. These individuals are mobilizing, they're showing up in person,
they are showing up—in many cases—armed. It's a very real and serious threat that we have to take into
consideration constantly.
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Bryan Patrick Miller has been sen-
tenced to death for murdering two
women in Phoenix 30 years ago in a
high-pro!le case known as the “canal
killings.”

Maricopa County Superior Court
Judge Suzanne Cohen, who has presid-
ed over the trial since it began last Octo-
ber, announced her decision shortly af-
ter 1:30 p.m. Wednesday in a downtown
Phoenix courtroom. She could have sen-
tenced Miller to life in prison.

The heinousness and depravity Mil-
ler displayed when he murdered Angela
Brosso and Melanie Bernas in the early
1990s was “beyond the pale,” Cohen
said.

“The defendant did not just murder
them. He brutalized them,” she said as
she explained her ruling. “And he evad-
ed capture for over 20 years.”

“There is no question that what the
defendant did deserves the death pen-
alty.”

But she couldn’t just look at what
Miller did in reaching her decision, the
judge said. She had considered the to-
tality of Miller’s life and said his age at

the time of the murders, 20, and the
childhood abuse he su"ered carried the
most weight as mitigating circum-
stances.

But the question, she said, was
whether they were enough to warrant
leniency against the brutal facts of the
murders.

“The answer is no,” she said.

One victim’s older sister 
attends sentencing

The courtroom was packed as the 

In a statement, he says that he accepts the verdict 

Bryan Patrick Miller, right, talks with his defense attorney Richard Parker, left, after being sentenced to death by Judge
Suzanne Cohen on Wednesday in Maricopa County Superior Court in Phoenix. PHOTOS BY MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC

Miller is sentenced
to death for killings

“There is no question that what the defendant did deserves the death penalty,”
Cohen said. She could have sentenced Miller to life in prison. 

See MILLER, Page 6A
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WILDFIRES SPREAD HAZE 5A

The Statue of Liberty is covered in haze from
Canadian wild!res on Wednesday. AP

The Phoenix Suns are “exploring” options with
Chris Paul going into the o"season, sources inform
The Republic. Sports, 1B

Suns explore Paul’s future

Tempe began installing 37 #otation rings at many
access points of Tempe Town Lake Monday morn-
ing, just days after a wrongful death lawsuit was
!led against the city by the family of a man who
drowned in the lake last year. 3A

Flotation rings added
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Ryan Thornell, Gov. Katie Hobbs’
nominee to lead the Arizona Depart-
ment of Corrections, Rehabilitation
and Reentry, avoided any contentious
exchanges and easily passed his con-
!rmation hearing on Tuesday before a
Senate committee.

Thornell answered a variety of
sometimes pointed questions about
the death penalty, private prisons, ap-
propriate use of force and his experi-
ence from lawmakers. He appeared
prepared for all the questions he re-
ceived. 

Committee members thanked him
for his candor before they unanimous-
ly recommended that the full Senate
approve his nomination, with yes
votes coming from Sens. Jake Ho"-
man, R-Queen Creek; T.J. Shope, R-
Coolidge; Lela Alston, D-Phoenix; Eva
Burch, D-Mesa; and John Kavanagh,
R-Fountain Hills, who was !lling in on
the committee for Sine Kerr, R-Buck-
eye. 

Thornell comes to Arizona from
Maine, where he served as a deputy
commissioner for the Department of
Corrections. He worked in South Da-
kota before that.

In response to questions from 

Hobbs’ pick
passes
Senate
hearing
Committee recommends
approval for Thornell

Ryan Randazzo
Arizona Republic
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See THORNELL, Page 12A

RICHMOND, Va. – Seven people
were shot, two fatally, when gun!re
rang out Tuesday outside a downtown
theater in Richmond, Virginia, where a
high school graduation ceremony had
just ended, causing hundreds of at-
tendees to #ee in panic, weep and
clutch their children, authorities and
witnesses said. 

Suspect Amari Pollard, 19, was ar-
raigned Wednesday morning on two
counts of second-degree murder, 

2 dead in
shooting at 
Va. graduation 
Sarah Rankin and Denise Lavoie
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See SHOOTING, Page 7A
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Tempe began installing 37 !otation
rings at many access points of Tempe
Town Lake Monday morning, just days
after a wrongful death lawsuit was "led
against the city by the family of a man
who drowned in the lake last year. 

“The hope here is to have !otation
devices in the event that there is an
emergency that somebody could utilize
them as they so feel comfortable. But we
do want folks to reach out to call 911
"rst,” said Tempe Community Services
Director Craig Hayton at a news confer-
ence at Tempe Town Lake Marina. 

About half of the bright red ring de-
vices have been installed as of Monday
morning, according to Hayton. Once "-
nalized, nine !otation rings will be in-
stalled at south Tempe staple Kiwanis
Park Lake. 

The remainder should be installed
within the next couple of weeks. The
rings are located near water access

points and their locations can be ac-
cessed on a map online. Hayton said the
hardware cost the city $43,000, and the
installation costs have not been re-
leased. 

The city announced in August that it
is adding rescue devices to lakes and
providing water rescue “throw bags” for
every Tempe police o#cer.

Tempe Town Lake opened in 1999.

New flotation devices come a year
after drowning of Sean Bickings 

The recent action to install dozens of
new !otation devices comes four days
after a $3 million lawsuit was "led
against the city by the family of Sean
Bickings, the man who drowned in
Tempe Town Lake last May. 

Bickings, a beloved member of the
unsheltered community in Tempe, died
after o#cers of the Tempe Police De-
partment did not assist him as he
drowned.

Last year on May 28, o#cers respon-
ded to the area surrounding the Tempe
Center for the Arts around 5 a.m. for re-
ports of a "ght between Bickings and a
woman identi"ed as his wife. 

Initial reports from police and the

city of Tempe stated that Bickings had
attempted to !ee police by jumping
into Tempe Town Lake, but edited
body camera footage later released
shows Bickings telling police, “I am go-
ing for a swim. I am free to go, right?”
He then got in the water and swam out
40 yards, before he began to struggle
and called out for help. 

O#cers on the other side of the rail-
ing shouted for him to swim to a pylon
and another eventually went for a
boat. Neither entered the water nor
found a way to pull him up. Bickings
died in the water. 

His death spurred outcry from the
community and from activists who
criticized the o#cers’ actions and
deemed them as “indi$erent” and “in-
sensitive.”

Following the incident, the city of
Tempe reached out to Scottsdale po-
lice to examine the o#cers’ response.
In a report, Scottsdale police found
that “o#cers in this case should not
have entered the water to perform a
rescue” based on certain factors.

Since the footage was released, the
Tempe O#cers Association, the police 

Craig Hayton, director of Tempe Community Services, shows the flotation rings on Monday. DIANNIE CHAVEZ/THE REPUBLIC

Tempe Town Lake
gets !otation rings 
Devices come after
drowning, lawsuit
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See RINGS, Page 14A

The Washington Post recently re-
ported that Fulton County District At-
torney Fani Willis’ investigation of for-
mer President Donald Trump’s at-
tempt to overturn the 2020 election re-
sults in Georgia may rely in part on
prosecutors proving a similar pattern
of behavior in other states.

The theory revolves around work
done by a couple of "rms hired to try to
prove Trump had won, but whose "nd-
ings were never released because they
could not do so.

Willis is interested in the work the
"rms did in Georgia and other states.

What that means, potentially, is
that the most vili"ed Republicans in
Arizona may soon be heroes of a sort ...
in Georgia.

For example, the Georgia prosecu-
tor might want to know all about the
pressure exerted on former Arizona
House Speaker Rusty Bowers by
Trump’s minions.

A staunch Republican, Bowers re-
fused to ignore his oath, abandon the
law and the Constitution to void the
decision of Arizona voters and declare
Trump the winner in our state.

In resisting the pressure Bowers
said, “I was trying to send a de"nitive
message: This is hogwash. Taking
away the fundamental right to vote,
the idea that the Legislature could nul-
lify your elections, that’s not conser-
vative. That’s fascist. And I am not a
fascist.”

Also standing fast were Republican
Maricopa County Supervisors Clint
Hickman, Jack Sellers and Bill Gates,
and Republican Maricopa County Re-
corder Stephen Richer, all of whom re-
fused to be bullied into abandoning
their oaths.

All of whom put state and country
over party. (What a concept.)

Not long ago it was reported that
eight Republican fake electors in Geor-
gia had accepted immunity deals from
Willis.

Supposedly, they’re cooperating
with prosecutors.

We had a similar slate of fake elec-
tors here, led by former Arizona Re-
publican Party Chair Kelli Ward. Their
goal was to replace the state’s 11 presi-
dential electors, committed by the vote
to go for Biden, with fake Trump elec-
tors.

If Willis is out to prove a pattern of
election tampering in states outside of
Georgia, what happened in Arizona is
a good match.

Or, as Morgan Cloud, a law profes-
sor at Emory University in Atlanta and
expert on Georgia’s state’s RICO law,
put it in the Washington Post, “For ex-
ample, acts to obstruct justice com-
mitted in Arizona might be relevant if
the goal of the enterprise, of the rack-
eteering activity, was to overturn the
2020 presidential election nationally,
as well as in Georgia.”

Arizona Attorney General Kris
Mayes said earlier that she would be
reaching out to federal o#cials 

See MONTINI, Page 15A

Arizonans may
help get Trump
arrested … 
in Georgia

The Tempe Police Department is in-
vestigating a possible hate crime after
the Pride !ag that hung outside of the
Tempe City Hall building was removed
and burned.

The !ag, raised at various city facil-
ities across Tempe, included the logo of
the city to commemorate the LGBTQ+
community and Pride Month.

According to a representative with
Tempe, the Pride !ag was replaced and
the !agpole that was damaged was re-
paired. An investigation is ongoing and
is being conducted by the Tempe Police

Department. 
“This act of aggression does not

represent our community. Hate has no
place in Tempe. We are committed to
championing diversity, inclusion, and
equity and ensuring that our commu-
nity is safe and welcoming for 

Pride !ag removed from Tempe City Hall and burned
Fernando Cervantes Jr.
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Tempe began installing 37 !otation
rings at many access points of Tempe
Town Lake Monday morning, just days
after a wrongful death lawsuit was "led
against the city by the family of a man
who drowned in the lake last year. 

“The hope here is to have !otation
devices in the event that there is an
emergency that somebody could utilize
them as they so feel comfortable. But we
do want folks to reach out to call 911
"rst,” said Tempe Community Services
Director Craig Hayton at a news confer-
ence at Tempe Town Lake Marina. 

About half of the bright red ring de-
vices have been installed as of Monday
morning, according to Hayton. Once "-
nalized, nine !otation rings will be in-
stalled at south Tempe staple Kiwanis
Park Lake. 

The remainder should be installed
within the next couple of weeks. The
rings are located near water access

points and their locations can be ac-
cessed on a map online. Hayton said the
hardware cost the city $43,000, and the
installation costs have not been re-
leased. 

The city announced in August that it
is adding rescue devices to lakes and
providing water rescue “throw bags” for
every Tempe police o#cer.

Tempe Town Lake opened in 1999.

New flotation devices come a year
after drowning of Sean Bickings 

The recent action to install dozens of
new !otation devices comes four days
after a $3 million lawsuit was "led
against the city by the family of Sean
Bickings, the man who drowned in
Tempe Town Lake last May. 

Bickings, a beloved member of the
unsheltered community in Tempe, died
after o#cers of the Tempe Police De-
partment did not assist him as he
drowned.

Last year on May 28, o#cers respon-
ded to the area surrounding the Tempe
Center for the Arts around 5 a.m. for re-
ports of a "ght between Bickings and a
woman identi"ed as his wife. 

Initial reports from police and the

city of Tempe stated that Bickings had
attempted to !ee police by jumping
into Tempe Town Lake, but edited
body camera footage later released
shows Bickings telling police, “I am go-
ing for a swim. I am free to go, right?”
He then got in the water and swam out
40 yards, before he began to struggle
and called out for help. 

O#cers on the other side of the rail-
ing shouted for him to swim to a pylon
and another eventually went for a
boat. Neither entered the water nor
found a way to pull him up. Bickings
died in the water. 

His death spurred outcry from the
community and from activists who
criticized the o#cers’ actions and
deemed them as “indi$erent” and “in-
sensitive.”

Following the incident, the city of
Tempe reached out to Scottsdale po-
lice to examine the o#cers’ response.
In a report, Scottsdale police found
that “o#cers in this case should not
have entered the water to perform a
rescue” based on certain factors.

Since the footage was released, the
Tempe O#cers Association, the police 

Craig Hayton, director of Tempe Community Services, shows the flotation rings on Monday. DIANNIE CHAVEZ/THE REPUBLIC
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The Washington Post recently re-
ported that Fulton County District At-
torney Fani Willis’ investigation of for-
mer President Donald Trump’s at-
tempt to overturn the 2020 election re-
sults in Georgia may rely in part on
prosecutors proving a similar pattern
of behavior in other states.

The theory revolves around work
done by a couple of "rms hired to try to
prove Trump had won, but whose "nd-
ings were never released because they
could not do so.

Willis is interested in the work the
"rms did in Georgia and other states.

What that means, potentially, is
that the most vili"ed Republicans in
Arizona may soon be heroes of a sort ...
in Georgia.

For example, the Georgia prosecu-
tor might want to know all about the
pressure exerted on former Arizona
House Speaker Rusty Bowers by
Trump’s minions.

A staunch Republican, Bowers re-
fused to ignore his oath, abandon the
law and the Constitution to void the
decision of Arizona voters and declare
Trump the winner in our state.

In resisting the pressure Bowers
said, “I was trying to send a de"nitive
message: This is hogwash. Taking
away the fundamental right to vote,
the idea that the Legislature could nul-
lify your elections, that’s not conser-
vative. That’s fascist. And I am not a
fascist.”

Also standing fast were Republican
Maricopa County Supervisors Clint
Hickman, Jack Sellers and Bill Gates,
and Republican Maricopa County Re-
corder Stephen Richer, all of whom re-
fused to be bullied into abandoning
their oaths.

All of whom put state and country
over party. (What a concept.)

Not long ago it was reported that
eight Republican fake electors in Geor-
gia had accepted immunity deals from
Willis.

Supposedly, they’re cooperating
with prosecutors.

We had a similar slate of fake elec-
tors here, led by former Arizona Re-
publican Party Chair Kelli Ward. Their
goal was to replace the state’s 11 presi-
dential electors, committed by the vote
to go for Biden, with fake Trump elec-
tors.

If Willis is out to prove a pattern of
election tampering in states outside of
Georgia, what happened in Arizona is
a good match.

Or, as Morgan Cloud, a law profes-
sor at Emory University in Atlanta and
expert on Georgia’s state’s RICO law,
put it in the Washington Post, “For ex-
ample, acts to obstruct justice com-
mitted in Arizona might be relevant if
the goal of the enterprise, of the rack-
eteering activity, was to overturn the
2020 presidential election nationally,
as well as in Georgia.”

Arizona Attorney General Kris
Mayes said earlier that she would be
reaching out to federal o#cials 

See MONTINI, Page 15A

Arizonans may
help get Trump
arrested … 
in Georgia

The Tempe Police Department is in-
vestigating a possible hate crime after
the Pride !ag that hung outside of the
Tempe City Hall building was removed
and burned.

The !ag, raised at various city facil-
ities across Tempe, included the logo of
the city to commemorate the LGBTQ+
community and Pride Month.

According to a representative with
Tempe, the Pride !ag was replaced and
the !agpole that was damaged was re-
paired. An investigation is ongoing and
is being conducted by the Tempe Police

Department. 
“This act of aggression does not

represent our community. Hate has no
place in Tempe. We are committed to
championing diversity, inclusion, and
equity and ensuring that our commu-
nity is safe and welcoming for 

Pride !ag removed from Tempe City Hall and burned
Fernando Cervantes Jr.
Arizona Republic
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everyone,” City Manager Andrew Ching
said in an emailed statement.

The Pride !ag was joined by the
American !ag, the Arizona !ag and a Ju-
neteenth !ag, but none of those !ags
were damaged. Tempe Mayor Corey
Woods condemned the vandalism and
pledged his support to the LGBTQ+
community.

“We will not stand by while someone
tries to threaten, bully and intimidate
members of our community. We will
continue our e"orts to make our city
stronger, even more welcoming, and
even more inclusive. We support our
LGBTQ+ community. We stand as one
with them,” Woods said in an emailed
statement.

According to Jeremy Helfgot, spokes-
person for Phoenix Pride, the organiza-
tion was appalled and disheartened by
the situation. “The fact that this oc-
curred in the city of Tempe is incredibly

disheartening and alarming. Tempe as a
city has been an incredible ally to the
LGBTQ+ community,” Helfgot said.

This isn’t the #rst incident reported
against the LGBTQ+ community in
Tempe. In February, a drag story hour
had to be temporarily halted due to a re-
ported bomb threat targeting Brick
Road Co"ee, a local LGBTQ+ friendly
co"ee shop.

Bills targeting LGBTQ+ people, and in
particular the trans community, were
introduced almost from the start of this
year’s legislative session across the U.S.
In Arizona in particular, legislators have
targeted everything from personal pro-
nouns and who uses what restroom, to
public drag shows and the banning of
books.

An investigation of the !ag burning
was underway and Tempe police were
“exploring all avenues,” the department
said in a tweet, which also urged the
public’s help in providing information
about the incident. 

Anyone with information regarding
the incident was asked to contact Tem-
pe police at 480-350-8311.

Flag
Continued from Page 3A

concerning Arizona’s fake electors.
I’m sure she’s keeping tabs on Willis’

case as well, looking for ways how it

might assist her in any e"ort to hold
those who tried to upend our election
results criminally responsible.

Which means, potentially, is that the
most vili#ed politicians in Georgia may
soon be heroes of a sort ... in Arizona.

Reach Montini at ed.montini@arizo-
narepublic.com

Montini
Continued from Page 3A

An Arizona post o$ce has been
ranked one of the 11 most beautiful in the
world, according to a list published by
Architectural Digest. 

Listed among gilded buildings in
Mexico and structures inside German
palaces, the adobe-inspired post o$ce
in Winslow, Arizona, made it to the list
of “architechtural wonders,” as
Katherine McLaughlin, editor at the ar-
chitecture magazine, described them
last month.

The pueblo-style building is located
at the heart of Winslow on the
southwest corner of Williamson Avenue
and Old Highway 66, across the street

from Old Trails Museum.
According to Old Trails Museum’s

description of the post o$ce on its 2019
historical calendar “Winslow: Then and
Now,” the town’s U.S. post o$ce is the
newest building in the Winslow
Commercial Historic District listing on
the National Register of Historic Places.
The building has been in continuous use
since 1935 and still has its original doors
and windows as well as a historic
furnace, coal chute, and postal
machinery in the basement, according
to the museum. 

The structure was designed by Louis
A. Simon, who dedicated his career to
building public works with the O$ce of
the Supervising Architect for the U.S.
Treasury. 

Post o!ce recognized on list
Laura Daniella Sepulveda
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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This week the world sweltered as the record for hottest-ever global
temperature was shattered, !rst on Monday, then again on Tuesday.

On July 4, Independence Day in the U.S., the average global temper-
ature reached 62.9 degrees Fahrenheit (17.82 degrees Celsius), according
to data collected by the U.S. National Centers for Environmental Predic-
tion. That temperature surpassed the old record of 62.6 degrees F (17.01 C)
that was set on Monday.

The number was calculated based on global temperatures across both
land and sea, then averaged together, though it’s not likely to be certi!ed
as an o"cial record.

Randy Cerveny, who serves as a rapporteur on extreme records for the
United Nations/World Meteorological Organization, says the uno"cial 

A pedestrian shades herself with an
umbrella in Havana, Cuba, on
Wednesday. AP

A Kashmiri man cools off at a stream
on Tuesday on the outskirts of
Srinagar, Indian-controlled Kashmir. AP

A security guard wearing an electric
fan on his neck wipes his sweat in
Beijing on Monday. AP

PLANET SWEAT

Isabell Bustillos helps her daughter, Natalie Espinoza, 9, make a snow cone at the Fabulous Phoenix 4th
celebration at Steele Indian School Park on Tuesday. OLIVIA GYAPONG/THE REPUBLIC

July 4 was the world’s (uno!cial) hottest day ever
Jake Frederico  Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK

“Year after year,
temperatures on
Earth are getting
hotter.”
Randy Cerveny
Expert on extreme weather records

See HOTTEST, Page 8A

NEW U.S. CITIZENS CELEBRATED 3A

Angel Mondragón untangles necklaces Tuesday at a
naturalization ceremony. DIANNIE CHAVEZ/THE REPUBLIC

Olivia Fierro is excited about life after Arizona’s
Family. The former “Good Morning Arizona” host’s
future includes tequila, books and more. 1C

Anchor’s agave adventure

A judge prohibited federal agencies and o"cials of
the Biden administration from working with social
media companies about “protected speech,” a deci-
sion called “a blow to censorship” by one of the GOP
o"cials whose lawsuit prompted the ruling. 6A

Limits on Biden o!cials
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Pinal County supervisors voted
unanimously Wednesday to task Re-
corder Dana Lewis with overseeing
their embattled Elections Department.

The decision comes about a week
after former Elections Director Geral-
dine Roll resigned with a scathing
email to County Manager Leo Lew, cit-
ing a toxic work environment. 

She quit after less than a year in the
position, and her email accused Lew of
failing to protect her from attacks by
county o"cials. She also expressed
concern that county supervisors are
attempting to politicize the Elections
Department.

At Wednesday’s meeting, instead of
putting the Elections Department un-
der the county recorder, the supervi-
sors had the option of voting to take
more direct control over the depart-
ment by moving it immediately under
the board. Previously, the elections 

Pinal
recorder
to lead
elections
Supervisors’ unanimous
vote switches oversight

Sasha Hupka
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ELECTIONS, Page 7A

U.S. Department of Justice Special
Counsel Jack Smith subpoenaed the
Arizona Secretary of State’s O"ce as
recently as May as part of his investi-
gation into the events leading up to the
Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S.
Capitol.

Smith’s o"ce also talked to GOP
lawmakers in the spring about events
in the wake of the 2020 presidential
election.

The inquiries highlight the key role 

Secretary of
State’s O!ce
subpoenaed in
Jan. 6 inquiry
Mary Jo Pitzl
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

‘No respect’: Trump mishandled
classi!ed !les, former aide says. 4A

See INQUIRY, Page 5A
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THINGS TO DO

Get ready, queens: Phoenix Pride is set to celebrate the Valley’s LGBTQ+ community. h The 2023 Phoenix Pride festival and

parade will take place Oct. 21-22 at Steele Indian School Park. There will be music, entertainment and hundreds of local vendors,

businesses and organizations each day. h The parade will celebrate the LGBTQ+ community and the progress made in Arizona

over the past four decades. “But it’s also a celebration of community as a whole,” said Jeremy Helfgot, spokesperson for Phoenix

Pride. “This is an event that is open and welcoming to anyone who wants to come and participate positively.” h Want to experi-

ence it? Here’s everything to know about the 2023 Phoenix Pride Festival and parade.

YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO PHOENIX PRIDE

FESTIVAL AND PARADE 
Tiffany Acosta Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK
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See PRIDE, Page 6C

The !rst time Olivia Fierro left Arizo-
na’s Family news stations was di"erent.

That was in 2009. She’d worked at
the Phoenix stations since 2003, always
mornings. But vacations and schedules
conspired in such a way that she worked
her last couple of shifts !lling in during
the nightly news broadcast. Royal Nor-
man, a longtime colleague, didn’t even
know she was leaving.

“He was like, ‘Wait, what? This is
your last night at 3TV?’ ” Fierro said,
laughing.

Fierro returned to Arizona’s Family in
2015 to co-anchor “Good Morning Arizo-
na.”

She left the station again on Thurs-
day, June 29, but not without several
days of the station feting her.

“This is a total switch,” Fierro said. 
“I think because I experienced that I

feel even better about this. It’s really
good.”

Fierro is leaving to, among other
things, serve as the executive vice presi-
dent of governance and communica-
tions for Tequila Corrido, a locally
owned company. Her husband, Tony
Boyle, is the company’s chief operating
o#cer.

So don’t get the wrong idea, her ca-
reer is far from over. “I’m not really old
enough to retire, people,” Fierro said.
“I’m just making a career evolution.
Let’s not get crazy.”

Why is Fierro leaving Channel 3?

Often, journalists don’t leave by their
own volition. Fierro is. But that doesn’t
mean it was easy.

“It was a hard decision, but it just felt

to me that there were a million signs
telling me it was the right time for me,”
she said.

“I’ve gone through all the cycles of
second-guessing because I do still really
enjoy it. I feel really blessed with the
(“Good Morning Arizona”) group. We’ve
really got, I think, a magic formula be-
cause we really do get along behind the
scenes, and it just feels like a very safe
environment.

“I’m like, ‘What am I doing messing
with this great job that I have?’ ”

Good question. But she eventually
arrived at the answer: It was time.

“It feels right,” Fierro said. “And it’s
been amazing to have the opportunity to
actually exit and have it be acknowl-
edged and actually kind of celebrated,
and so I’ve just been trying to absorb all
of that.”

Why Olivia Fierro left television for an agave adventure
Bill Goodykoontz
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

Olivia Fierro with a bottle of Tequila
Corrido. PROVIDED BY OLIVIA FIERROSee FIERRO, Page 2C
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over the past four decades. “But it’s also a celebration of community as a whole,” said Jeremy Helfgot, spokesperson for Phoenix
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The !rst time Olivia Fierro left Arizo-
na’s Family news stations was di"erent.

That was in 2009. She’d worked at
the Phoenix stations since 2003, always
mornings. But vacations and schedules
conspired in such a way that she worked
her last couple of shifts !lling in during
the nightly news broadcast. Royal Nor-
man, a longtime colleague, didn’t even
know she was leaving.

“He was like, ‘Wait, what? This is
your last night at 3TV?’ ” Fierro said,
laughing.

Fierro returned to Arizona’s Family in
2015 to co-anchor “Good Morning Arizo-
na.”

She left the station again on Thurs-
day, June 29, but not without several
days of the station feting her.

“This is a total switch,” Fierro said. 
“I think because I experienced that I

feel even better about this. It’s really
good.”

Fierro is leaving to, among other
things, serve as the executive vice presi-
dent of governance and communica-
tions for Tequila Corrido, a locally
owned company. Her husband, Tony
Boyle, is the company’s chief operating
o#cer.

So don’t get the wrong idea, her ca-
reer is far from over. “I’m not really old
enough to retire, people,” Fierro said.
“I’m just making a career evolution.
Let’s not get crazy.”

Why is Fierro leaving Channel 3?

Often, journalists don’t leave by their
own volition. Fierro is. But that doesn’t
mean it was easy.

“It was a hard decision, but it just felt

to me that there were a million signs
telling me it was the right time for me,”
she said.

“I’ve gone through all the cycles of
second-guessing because I do still really
enjoy it. I feel really blessed with the
(“Good Morning Arizona”) group. We’ve
really got, I think, a magic formula be-
cause we really do get along behind the
scenes, and it just feels like a very safe
environment.

“I’m like, ‘What am I doing messing
with this great job that I have?’ ”

Good question. But she eventually
arrived at the answer: It was time.

“It feels right,” Fierro said. “And it’s
been amazing to have the opportunity to
actually exit and have it be acknowl-
edged and actually kind of celebrated,
and so I’ve just been trying to absorb all
of that.”

Why Olivia Fierro left television for an agave adventure
Bill Goodykoontz
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

Olivia Fierro with a bottle of Tequila
Corrido. PROVIDED BY OLIVIA FIERROSee FIERRO, Page 2C
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When is Phoenix Pride 2023?

Phoenix Pride takes place noon-9 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday, Oct. 21-22, at Steele Indian School Park.

Why is Phoenix Pride in October?

June is Pride Month, but the weather in metro
Phoenix then is not conducive to large, all-day outdoor
events. Thus, Phoenix Pride is celebrated in October.

“We hold o! until things cool down in the fall,” Helf-
got said. “The safety of everyone who participates in
Pride is always paramount to us. And obviously, there
would be an immediate danger to health and safety if
we were to do it in the triple-degree temperatures of
mid-June.”

What are Phoenix Pride and the Phoenix Pride
Parade?

Phoenix Pride is one of the largest LGBTQ+ events
in the Valley.

The Pride Parade is a festive procession through the
streets of downtown. It features diverse participants,
including LGBTQ+ people, allies, organizations, busi-
nesses and community groups. The parade showcases
"oats, marchers, vehicles, artists and performance el-
ements that re"ect the community’s spirit, culture and
activism.

The parade raises awareness about LGBTQ+ issues,
promotes inclusivity and equality and celebrates the
LGBTQ+ community in Phoenix. 

“We always welcome guests still to this day who
might not identify as allies or as part of the communi-
ty, but who are curious, who want to learn, who maybe
haven’t had exposure to the LGBTQ+ community and
want to know about the culture,” Helfgot said.

What to expect at Phoenix Pride 2023

An array of booths, vendors and activities will be
available. Here’s a sampling:

h Main stage and Latin stage performances.
h Dance pavilion.
h Family-friendly drag performances.
h Food vendors.
h Kids space with bounce house, photo booth, mu-

sic and crafts for ages 12 and younger.
h Exhibitor marketplace.
h VIP experience with complimentary drinks and

food. 

Phoenix Pride 2023 concerts

Main stage:
h Saturday: Zee Machine at 7 p.m., Paulina Rubio

at 8 p.m.
h Sunday: Niki Harris & Donna De Lory at 7 p.m.,

Ashanti at 8 p.m.
Latin stage:
Saturday: Mar Solis, Jessica Esoterica, Jessica

Wild from 5-7 p.m. 
Sunday: Mar Solis, Jessica Esoterica, Naysha Lo-

pez at 5 p.m., Mariana Seoane at 6 p.m.
VIP ticketholders can enjoy exclusive entertain-

ment by Jessica Wild and Naysha Lopez from “Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race All Stars.”

Phoenix Pride 2023 tickets

Phoenix Pride is keeping the tradition of holding
down ticket prices. 

“Phoenix Pride has continued to freeze the cost of
admission at all levels and all categories,” Helfgot said.
“We are not raising prices this year, we did not raise
prices last year. That is due in part to the incredible
generosity of our sponsor partners who continue to be
very generous with their support.” 

Tickets start at $30. Taxes and fees are extra. Ad-
mission is free for children 12 and younger and active-
duty military members who present ID.

There are discounts at the gate for people age 55 or

older, ages 13-17, and military veterans.
“We’re working to continue to make things as af-

fordable as possible and as accessible as possible,”
Helfgot said.

Ticket prices are as follows:
h One-day general admission: $30.
h One-day general admission with express entry:

$35.
h Two-day general admission with express entry:

$50.
h VIP Experience, for ages 18 and older, includes ex-

clusive entertainment, a spot in front of the main
stage, a bu!et, two complimentary drinks per day, and
an air-conditioned space. Passes are $100 for one day
and $150 for both days.

Go to phoenixpride.org to purchase tickets in ad-
vance.

What time does the Phoenix Pride Parade
start?

The parade starts at 10 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 22. It be-
gins at the intersection of Thomas Road and Third
Street in downtown Phoenix and moves north up Third
Street to Indian School Road. 

Is the Phoenix Pride Parade free?

The parade is free to attend. Spectators are encour-
aged to line Third Street’s east and west sides for the
best views. 

Got a story you want to share? Reach out at Ti!a-
ny.Acosta@arizonarepublic.com. Follow @ti!sario on
Instagram.

Miss Phoenix Pride 2023 Veronica Savage Rose holds a “Savage” fan during a drag show at Phoenix Pride’s
Rainbows Festival on April 2, 2023. MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLIC

Pride
Continued from Page 1C

Phoenix Pride 2023 Festival 
and Parade
When: Noon-9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 21-22.

Where: Steele Indian School Park, 300 E. Indian School
Road, Phoenix.

Admission: Starting at $30; free for age 12 and
younger and active military with ID.

Details: phoenixpride.org.



It's too hot for a parade in June, but you can start planning for this year's Pride
festivities in October.

State of play: Phoenix Pride earlier this week announced the date and lineups for
its annual festival and parade.

The first day of the festival will be Saturday, Oct. 21, at Steele-Indian School
Park, with Zee Machine opening and Paulina Rubio headlining.

Day 2, on Oct. 22, will feature singer-songwriter Ashanti as the headliner, with
Niki Harris and Donna Donna De Lory opening.

The festival goes from noon to 9pm each day and will feature performances on
seven stages with more than 300 exhibitors, including food, shopping and
community resources.

Meanwhile, the festival's Fiesta Caliente Latin Stage will spotlight "RuPaul's Drag
Race" stars Jessica Wild and Naysha Lopez as headliners.

Wild and Lopez will also headline the VIP Experience stages.

1 big parade: This year's Pride parade will begin at 10am Sunday, Oct. 22, at Thomas
Road and Third Street, and will head a mile north to Indian School Road.

Zoom in: Though our extreme summer heat pushes the festival and parade into
October, there are still plenty of Pride Month events happening around the Valley.
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Enter your email addres
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Paulina Rubio and Ashanti to headline Phoenix
Pride

Jeremy Duda

Illustration: Maura Losch/Axios
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State of play: Phoenix Pride earlier this week announced the date and lineups for
its annual festival and parade.
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Ten years after losing his son along-
side 18 of his fellow Granite Mountain
Hotshots during 2013’s Yarnell Hill
Fire, Joe Woyjeck and his family have
largely shifted their focus to turning
tragedy into something worthwhile. 

“We try to make a positive out of a
negative, and we count our blessings
every day,” Joe said, himself a retired
!re!ghter who spent decades with the 

REMEMBERING YARNELL

Flames destroy homes in the area of Glenn Ilah in June 2013 near Yarnell. Nineteen
!re!ghters died in the Yarnell Hill Fire. DAVID KADLUBOWSKI/THE REPUBLIC

‘MAKE A POSITIVE
OUT OF A NEGATIVE’

Kevin Woyjeck, left, alongside his brother Bobby
and father Joe. Kevin Woyjeck was one of the 19
Granite Mountain Hotshots who died !ghting the
Yarnell Hill Fire in 2013. PROVIDED BY JOE WOYJECK

Hotshot’s family gives back to community
Lacey Latch
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOTSHOT, Page 6A

EYES ON THE SKIES FOR JULY 4 1C

Check out where and when to see !reworks across
the Valley on the Fourth. ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

Strong storms slammed a number of states, killing
at least three people, damaging homes and leaving
hundreds of thousands without power. 8A

Severe weather rocks US

Phoenix’s !rst Pride march in 1981 included about
650 people. Ernie Mendoza, one of the marchers in
that !rst event, says it was “awesome.” Now, the
nonpro!t Phoenix Pride draws up to tens of thou-
sands of people to its annual parade and festival.3A

Pride across the years
Schedule 
TODAY!
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Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Tom Horne has ratcheted up his
attack on Arizona’s dual language pro-
grams.

Horne, a staunch proponent of Eng-
lish language immersion instruction,
is warning schools they risk losing
education funding if they allow stu-
dents not yet pro!cient in English to
participate in 50-50 dual language
programs where half the day is taught
in English and half the day is taught in
Spanish or some other language.

In a memo issued on June 19, Horne
maintains that dual language pro-
grams that include students not pro!-
cient in English violate Proposition
203. The ballot measure passed by
voters in 2000 requires students clas-
si!ed as English learners to be taught
only in English. 

The number of dual language pro-
grams in Arizona has increased in re-
cent years because the Legislature in
2019 unanimously decided to give
schools more "exibility to teach Eng-
lish learners. 

The legislation was approved after
data showed English learners were not
adequately learning English and were 

Horne 
slams dual
language
programs
Schools chief warns
some could lose funds

Daniel Gonzalez
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HORNE, Page 7A

WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den declared Monday the United
States and NATO played no part in the
Wagner mercenary group’s short-lived
insurrection in Russia, calling the
uprising and the challenges it poses to
President Vladimir Putin’s power “a
struggle within the Russian system.”

Biden and U.S. allies – including
other nations united in support of Uk-
raine in its response to Russia’s inva-
sion – showed clear resolve to be seen 

Biden: US, NATO
had no role in
Russian mutiny
Seung Min Kim, Aamer Madhani 
and Ellen Knickmeyer
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Ten years after losing his son along-
side 18 of his fellow Granite Mountain
Hotshots during 2013’s Yarnell Hill
Fire, Joe Woyjeck and his family have
largely shifted their focus to turning
tragedy into something worthwhile. 

“We try to make a positive out of a
negative, and we count our blessings
every day,” Joe said, himself a retired
!re!ghter who spent decades with the 

REMEMBERING YARNELL

Flames destroy homes in the area of Glenn Ilah in June 2013 near Yarnell. Nineteen
!re!ghters died in the Yarnell Hill Fire. DAVID KADLUBOWSKI/THE REPUBLIC

‘MAKE A POSITIVE
OUT OF A NEGATIVE’

Kevin Woyjeck, left, alongside his brother Bobby
and father Joe. Kevin Woyjeck was one of the 19
Granite Mountain Hotshots who died !ghting the
Yarnell Hill Fire in 2013. PROVIDED BY JOE WOYJECK

Hotshot’s family gives back to community
Lacey Latch
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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EYES ON THE SKIES FOR JULY 4 1C

Check out where and when to see !reworks across
the Valley on the Fourth. ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

Strong storms slammed a number of states, killing
at least three people, damaging homes and leaving
hundreds of thousands without power. 8A

Severe weather rocks US

Phoenix’s !rst Pride march in 1981 included about
650 people. Ernie Mendoza, one of the marchers in
that !rst event, says it was “awesome.” Now, the
nonpro!t Phoenix Pride draws up to tens of thou-
sands of people to its annual parade and festival.3A
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Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Tom Horne has ratcheted up his
attack on Arizona’s dual language pro-
grams.

Horne, a staunch proponent of Eng-
lish language immersion instruction,
is warning schools they risk losing
education funding if they allow stu-
dents not yet pro!cient in English to
participate in 50-50 dual language
programs where half the day is taught
in English and half the day is taught in
Spanish or some other language.

In a memo issued on June 19, Horne
maintains that dual language pro-
grams that include students not pro!-
cient in English violate Proposition
203. The ballot measure passed by
voters in 2000 requires students clas-
si!ed as English learners to be taught
only in English. 

The number of dual language pro-
grams in Arizona has increased in re-
cent years because the Legislature in
2019 unanimously decided to give
schools more "exibility to teach Eng-
lish learners. 

The legislation was approved after
data showed English learners were not
adequately learning English and were 
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WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den declared Monday the United
States and NATO played no part in the
Wagner mercenary group’s short-lived
insurrection in Russia, calling the
uprising and the challenges it poses to
President Vladimir Putin’s power “a
struggle within the Russian system.”

Biden and U.S. allies – including
other nations united in support of Uk-
raine in its response to Russia’s inva-
sion – showed clear resolve to be seen 
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VALLEY&STATE
MISTY MOMENT IN MESA

Stevie Smith with Phoenix Youth Circus Arts cools off in the mist between juggling sets at the Rally to

Reunify celebration at City of Grace church in Mesa on Saturday. OLIVIA GYAPONG/THE REPUBLIC

Tucson’s Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base is in line for modest new spend-
ing plans over the next year as the Pen-
tagon begins shifting its main mission
from !ying the aging A-10 "ghter jet to
a center for rescue !ights, special op-
erations and jamming enemy trans-
missions.

Defense spending bills passed last
week in the House and Senate Armed
Services committees would direct the
Pentagon to conduct site reviews, en-
courage spending on !ight simulators
based in Tucson, and provide detailed
timelines on the various changes
planned for Davis-Monthan.

It is part of a multiyear process in-
tended to reboot Davis-Monthan’s
long-term purpose by trimming hard-
ware and jobs, then adding new ones
more in line with the nation’s defense
needs.

The Pentagon is shifting its overall
defense priorities away from the kind
of desert-based, land warfare that de-
"ned the decades after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks to emphasize a
high-tech, air-based readiness better
suited for con!ict in the Paci"c region.

The spending proposals on Capitol
Hill include other provisions a#ecting
Arizona, from pushing the military to
document its e#orts to safeguard a
steady supply of semiconductors to
nudging the Pentagon to consider per-
manently locating a center studying
modern warfare at Arizona State Uni-
versity.

Both bills have yet to pass the full
House of Representatives and Senate
and their di#erences will have to be
reconciled before the $886 billion
spending plan can be passed into law.

Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., and Rep.
Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., are members
of the Armed Services committees and
helped shape the plans.

“This defense bill provides the re-
sources and oversight necessary to
continue the Air Force’s work to bring
new, long-term !ying missions to Da-
vis-Monthan, including a new special 

See BASE, Page 10A

Tucson
air base
in line for
changes
Spending bills re!ect
shift in main mission

Ronald J. Hansen
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

The average Peoria residential cus-
tomer will see an increase in city utility
rates of about 9.05%, or $8.23 a month,
starting July 1. For non-residential cus-
tomers, rate increases will vary depend-
ing on factors such as usage, container
size, meter size, !ow-based EPA charge

and number of pickups. 
“The past few years of in!ation have

driven up the cost of everything,” said
city spokesperson Tim Eiden. Peoria
water/wastewater rates are in!ation’s
next victim, he said.

“Unlike sales tax revenue that essen-
tially adjusts to in!ation, utility fees are
set to meet a speci"c revenue amount
equal to the operating and capital costs
of the utility,” Eiden said. “As in!ation

pushes a utility’s operating and capital
costs higher, rates need to be adjusted.” 

For a solid waste utility, the primary
cause of a rate increase is in!ationary
pressure. As in!ation has already
driven up the cost of trucks, fuel, dis-
posal fees, and other expenses, the cost
of utility service naturally increases. 

The over-allocation of the Colorado
River also is a factor, according to Eiden.
With the city directed to take big mea-

sures in a short period of time, the
adopted rate is expected to help. 

“The adopted rate increases support
multiple investments in water and sew-
er infrastructure to strengthen Peoria’s
diverse and secure water portfolio,” Ei-
den said. 

Current investments are intended to
include the extension of reclaimed

Peoria residents to see increased utility rates in July
Isabella Zarate
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See PEORIA, Page 12A

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

NORTH AMERICA’S

Featuring our Exclusive Shower Package

WhySafeStep.com

Selling bbb

Now you can finally have all of the soothing benefits of a relaxing
warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while
seated or standing. Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!
9 First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
9 Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and

pivots to o!er a seated shower option
9 Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe®

Advanced Air Therapy System
9 High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime

warranty on the entire tub
9 Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,

a!ordable price
Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t a better,
more a!ordable walk-in tub!

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of

CallToll-Free

*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase.
Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

plus a FREE shower package

602-607-3445
602-607-3445

$1500 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

10 Year Non-Prorated Warranty | A 21st Century Alternative to Common Roof Replacement
480.281.2625

Super Shield® 

SCIENCE

Super Shield® BENEFITS
• Reduce Energy Consumption • Moisture Protection • Resists Mold, Mildew & Staining • Non-Prorated Transferable 

Warranty • Eliminate Granule Loss • No Cracking, Flaking, Peeling • Increase Roof Longevity

High Performance Ceramic Roof Coatings

Rhino Shield Exterior & Super Shield Roof Coating  
• Commercial • Residential • Industrial

ROC#324738

FREEESTIMATES

25 Year Warranty on Rhino Shield Exterior Ceramic Coating. 10 Year Warranty  
on SUPERSHIELD Roof Protective Coatings.

Ugly House or Business? Add Curb Appeal while  
Protecting your Investment.

Ernie Mendoza recalled June 27, 1981,
not being as hot a summer day as what
the Valley is now used to. 

On that Saturday, Mendoza was a
spectator of the grassroots Phoenix Gay
and Lesbian Pride March. At 23 years
old, he had not come out as gay yet. But
something compelled him to join the
crowd of about 100 people walking to
the Arizona state Capitol.

“I thought this was awesome. Before I
knew it, I was walking in it. I just didn’t
even think about it. I just got into the
march,” Mendoza, now 65, said. The

march “brought out the pride in me to be
who the hell I am.”

The march — Phoenix’s "rst Pride
event — eventually included about 650
demonstrators, The Arizona Republic
reported at the time. Now, the nonpro"t
Phoenix Pride draws up to tens of thou-
sands to its annual parade and festival.

Drawing from The Republic’s ar-
chives, interviews with Mendoza and
Phoenix Pride representatives, along
with the organization’s records, here is a
look at the history of Pride’s activism
and celebrations in the Valley.

1969 uprising originated Pride 

Though Phoenix Pride now holds its

main events in the fall, Pride month
has been federally recognized
throughout June since 1999.

Many demonstrations, like Phoe-
nix’s 1981 march to the state Capitol,
were organized to commemorate the
three-day Stonewall riots in New York.
Patrons at the Stonewall Inn clashed
with the New York Police Department
during a violent June 28, 1969, raid on
Stonewall Inn, a gay bar. Stonewall
then propelled the gay rights move-
ment.

Pride Month also coincides with
United States Supreme Court deci-
sions a#ecting LGBTQ+ rights — the 

Pride’s activism, celebrations
in Valley grew from small start
Jose R. Gonzalez
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See PRIDE, Page 10A
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Tucson’s Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base is in line for modest new spend-
ing plans over the next year as the Pen-
tagon begins shifting its main mission
from !ying the aging A-10 "ghter jet to
a center for rescue !ights, special op-
erations and jamming enemy trans-
missions.

Defense spending bills passed last
week in the House and Senate Armed
Services committees would direct the
Pentagon to conduct site reviews, en-
courage spending on !ight simulators
based in Tucson, and provide detailed
timelines on the various changes
planned for Davis-Monthan.

It is part of a multiyear process in-
tended to reboot Davis-Monthan’s
long-term purpose by trimming hard-
ware and jobs, then adding new ones
more in line with the nation’s defense
needs.

The Pentagon is shifting its overall
defense priorities away from the kind
of desert-based, land warfare that de-
"ned the decades after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks to emphasize a
high-tech, air-based readiness better
suited for con!ict in the Paci"c region.

The spending proposals on Capitol
Hill include other provisions a#ecting
Arizona, from pushing the military to
document its e#orts to safeguard a
steady supply of semiconductors to
nudging the Pentagon to consider per-
manently locating a center studying
modern warfare at Arizona State Uni-
versity.

Both bills have yet to pass the full
House of Representatives and Senate
and their di#erences will have to be
reconciled before the $886 billion
spending plan can be passed into law.

Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., and Rep.
Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., are members
of the Armed Services committees and
helped shape the plans.

“This defense bill provides the re-
sources and oversight necessary to
continue the Air Force’s work to bring
new, long-term !ying missions to Da-
vis-Monthan, including a new special 
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starting July 1. For non-residential cus-
tomers, rate increases will vary depend-
ing on factors such as usage, container
size, meter size, !ow-based EPA charge

and number of pickups. 
“The past few years of in!ation have

driven up the cost of everything,” said
city spokesperson Tim Eiden. Peoria
water/wastewater rates are in!ation’s
next victim, he said.

“Unlike sales tax revenue that essen-
tially adjusts to in!ation, utility fees are
set to meet a speci"c revenue amount
equal to the operating and capital costs
of the utility,” Eiden said. “As in!ation

pushes a utility’s operating and capital
costs higher, rates need to be adjusted.” 

For a solid waste utility, the primary
cause of a rate increase is in!ationary
pressure. As in!ation has already
driven up the cost of trucks, fuel, dis-
posal fees, and other expenses, the cost
of utility service naturally increases. 

The over-allocation of the Colorado
River also is a factor, according to Eiden.
With the city directed to take big mea-

sures in a short period of time, the
adopted rate is expected to help. 

“The adopted rate increases support
multiple investments in water and sew-
er infrastructure to strengthen Peoria’s
diverse and secure water portfolio,” Ei-
den said. 

Current investments are intended to
include the extension of reclaimed
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Ernie Mendoza recalled June 27, 1981,
not being as hot a summer day as what
the Valley is now used to. 

On that Saturday, Mendoza was a
spectator of the grassroots Phoenix Gay
and Lesbian Pride March. At 23 years
old, he had not come out as gay yet. But
something compelled him to join the
crowd of about 100 people walking to
the Arizona state Capitol.

“I thought this was awesome. Before I
knew it, I was walking in it. I just didn’t
even think about it. I just got into the
march,” Mendoza, now 65, said. The

march “brought out the pride in me to be
who the hell I am.”

The march — Phoenix’s "rst Pride
event — eventually included about 650
demonstrators, The Arizona Republic
reported at the time. Now, the nonpro"t
Phoenix Pride draws up to tens of thou-
sands to its annual parade and festival.

Drawing from The Republic’s ar-
chives, interviews with Mendoza and
Phoenix Pride representatives, along
with the organization’s records, here is a
look at the history of Pride’s activism
and celebrations in the Valley.

1969 uprising originated Pride 

Though Phoenix Pride now holds its

main events in the fall, Pride month
has been federally recognized
throughout June since 1999.

Many demonstrations, like Phoe-
nix’s 1981 march to the state Capitol,
were organized to commemorate the
three-day Stonewall riots in New York.
Patrons at the Stonewall Inn clashed
with the New York Police Department
during a violent June 28, 1969, raid on
Stonewall Inn, a gay bar. Stonewall
then propelled the gay rights move-
ment.

Pride Month also coincides with
United States Supreme Court deci-
sions a#ecting LGBTQ+ rights — the 
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Ten years after losing his son along-
side 18 of his fellow Granite Mountain
Hotshots during 2013’s Yarnell Hill
Fire, Joe Woyjeck and his family have
largely shifted their focus to turning
tragedy into something worthwhile. 

“We try to make a positive out of a
negative, and we count our blessings
every day,” Joe said, himself a retired
!re!ghter who spent decades with the 

REMEMBERING YARNELL

Flames destroy homes in the area of Glenn Ilah in June 2013 near Yarnell. Nineteen
!re!ghters died in the Yarnell Hill Fire. DAVID KADLUBOWSKI/THE REPUBLIC

‘MAKE A POSITIVE
OUT OF A NEGATIVE’

Kevin Woyjeck, left, alongside his brother Bobby
and father Joe. Kevin Woyjeck was one of the 19
Granite Mountain Hotshots who died !ghting the
Yarnell Hill Fire in 2013. PROVIDED BY JOE WOYJECK

Hotshot’s family gives back to community
Lacey Latch
Arizona Republic
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at least three people, damaging homes and leaving
hundreds of thousands without power. 8A

Severe weather rocks US

Phoenix’s !rst Pride march in 1981 included about
650 people. Ernie Mendoza, one of the marchers in
that !rst event, says it was “awesome.” Now, the
nonpro!t Phoenix Pride draws up to tens of thou-
sands of people to its annual parade and festival.3A
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Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Tom Horne has ratcheted up his
attack on Arizona’s dual language pro-
grams.

Horne, a staunch proponent of Eng-
lish language immersion instruction,
is warning schools they risk losing
education funding if they allow stu-
dents not yet pro!cient in English to
participate in 50-50 dual language
programs where half the day is taught
in English and half the day is taught in
Spanish or some other language.

In a memo issued on June 19, Horne
maintains that dual language pro-
grams that include students not pro!-
cient in English violate Proposition
203. The ballot measure passed by
voters in 2000 requires students clas-
si!ed as English learners to be taught
only in English. 

The number of dual language pro-
grams in Arizona has increased in re-
cent years because the Legislature in
2019 unanimously decided to give
schools more "exibility to teach Eng-
lish learners. 

The legislation was approved after
data showed English learners were not
adequately learning English and were 
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some could lose funds
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WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den declared Monday the United
States and NATO played no part in the
Wagner mercenary group’s short-lived
insurrection in Russia, calling the
uprising and the challenges it poses to
President Vladimir Putin’s power “a
struggle within the Russian system.”

Biden and U.S. allies – including
other nations united in support of Uk-
raine in its response to Russia’s inva-
sion – showed clear resolve to be seen 
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Call to reserve your spot!

FREE Hearing Screening
FREE demonstration of the New PHONAK Marvel 30

By Appointment - Call to schedule and receive:

$999 or $19/mo1

per aid

18th Anniversary Hearing Aid Sale!
Our Founder, Sam Thomasson, is the father of a daughter with a severe hearing impairment. 
He is also an electrical engineer with 42 patents, most of them in speech signal processing and 
hearing aid design. He has sold over $200 million in hearing aids during his 18 years in the 
business, helping thousands of people obtain their best hearing. Sam knows what makes a great 
hearing aid and has chosen Sonova, the #1 Hearing Aid Manufacturer in the world, for his 
customers.
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quality and convenient features.

Kate and SamLet us help you choose the best hearing aid for you!

GOOD

• High Fidelity Sound
• Rechargeable
• 1 Channel Bluetooth
• Direct Phone and Music Streaming
• Remote App for Smart
  phones and tablets
• Adjustment Resolution
  8 Channels
• Noise Reduction

Marvel

• High Fidelity Sound
• Rechargeable
• 2 Channel Bluetooth for
  multiple device use
• Direct Phone and Music Streaming
• Remote App for Smart
  phones and tablets
• Adjustment Resolution 12 Channels
• Latest Generation Noise Reduction
• Ultra Zoom - automatically redirects to
   person in front of you in noisy situations

$1499or $29/mo1

per aid

Lumity

BESTBETTER

• High Fidelity Sound
• Rechargeable
• 2 Channel Bluetooth for
  multiple device use
• Direct Phone and Music Streaming
• Remote App for Smart
  phones and tablets
• Adjustment Resolution
  12 Channels
• Next Generation Noise
  Reduction

$1299or $25/mo1

per aid

Paradise

decriminalization of same-sex sexual
relations in June 2003 and the protec-
tion of same-sex marriage in June 2015.

Pride in Phoenix pushed back
on anti-LGBTQ+ legislation

Mendoza said the 1981 Pride march
protested state legislators trying to
close the only meeting places available
to LGBTQ+ Arizonans — a few gay bars
in operation and adult bookstores.

“There was no outlet, so when you
have to hide, you !nd whatever comfort
zone you can,” Mendoza said of the im-
portance of these establishments.

In the early 1980s, same-sex sexual
relations were criminal in Arizona and
punishable by up to 30 days in jail or a
$500 !ne.

As such, the marchers began hitting
the pavement at Patriots Square Park.
Led by a banner reading “We are here,”
their destination was the state Capitol.
Mendoza said demonstrators were
“tired of being ignored.”

Police said 3,000 supporters who did
not march were on Capitol grounds that
day, according to Mendoza. The media
was instructed by organizers to not pho-
tograph the spectators as there were
fears they would be recognized and lose
their jobs, Mendoza said.

Phoenix Pride spokesperson Jeremy
Helfgot called the 1981 march “that very
!rst moment of visibility” in Arizona. 

LGBTQ+ residents would come to
embrace the festival’s openness, draw-

ing more than 10,000 attendees in 1993
with 87 commercial and educational
booths.

The two-day Pride festival “is a ‘safe
zone’ for us one weekend out of the
year,” college student Skip Schrader was
quoted as saying in a June 5, 1994, arti-
cle in The Republic. Some attendees
donned “leather-studded gear” and oth-
ers were in drag, the article said.

A 1998 article about the festival in
The Republic mentioned same-sex cou-
ples kissing under mesquite trees as
families with children passed by. 

Events’ time-of-year
and city changes

Pride organizers in 1990 formed a
committee to oversee a booth and enter-
tainment festival that debuted at El
Lienzo Charro Rodeo Grounds in south
Phoenix.

Mendoza had immersed himself in
Phoenix’s Pride marches and rallies,
joining the committee in 1991, the same
year the festival moved to Kiwanis Park
in Tempe. In the subsequent six years,
Pride festivalgoers would converge at
Tempe’s Diablo Stadium.

Sometime in the early to mid-1990s,
Mendoza won the festival’s !rst major
sponsorship through Budweiser, which
helped generate much-needed revenue.

The City of Tempe was consistently
welcoming of the Pride festival, Mendo-
za said.

The city’s inclusiveness became
more apparent when voters in 1994
elected Neil Giuliano, one of the coun-
try’s !rst openly gay mayors. The city
waived $1,500 in stadium rental fees for
the 1997 festival’s organizers in the face

of critics, including a local Christian
fundamentalist group, according to re-
porting by The Republic. 

But since Tempe lacked a centralized
location for the region’s residents, Mar-
garet T. Hance Park in Phoenix was se-
lected in 1998 as the festival’s new set-
ting.

“(Tempe o"cials) really wanted us
there. They were all sad that we moved
to Phoenix ... (but) we couldn’t bring in a
crowd,” said Mendoza, who in 1996 be-
came the committee’s !rst Latino presi-
dent.

Sweltering summers also hampered
Pride festival attendance.

“We had lost money several times be-
cause the heat was just unbearable,”
Mendoza said.

The Pride festival’s date was moved
to April in 1998 and coincided with a pa-
rade that had been started by the com-
mittee just the year before. More than
12,000 people were expected to show up
at the festival, according to The Repub-
lic’s reporting at the time.

Festival, parade !nd 
new setting, new season

Mendoza stepped down as commit-
tee president in 2001 before Steele Indi-
an School Park became the festival’s
home in 2003.

After the pandemic suspended Phoe-
nix’s two principal Pride events in 2020,
the festival and parade took place the
following year in early November. This
was the !rst time either event happened
in the fall. And in 2022, Phoenix’s Pride
festival and parade fell on a mid-Octo-
ber weekend.

October is the anticipated long-term

month for Phoenix Pride festivities, said
Helfgot, the organization’s spokesper-
son. According to Helfgot, an excess of
50,000 and 10,000 people make it an-
nually to the festival and parade, re-
spectively.

Phoenix Pride has provided the Val-
ley’s LGBTQ+ residents with more than
$1 million in community grants and in-
dividual scholarships, according to
Helfgot.

LGBTQ+ performers like RuPaul,
Aaron Carter, actress Heather Mataraz-
zo and actor Wilson Cruz have made
their way to Phoenix’s Pride celebra-
tions as performers or keynote speak-
ers. Musicians popular with LGBTQ+
audiences, including the B-52s, Belinda
Carlisle, Jennifer Holliday, Sheena Eas-
ton, Maribel Guardia and Ninel Conde,
have taken the stage during Phoenix
Pride events.

Phoenix Pride’s grand marshals have
included Phoenix Mercury center Britt-
ney Griner in 2014 and “Wonder Wom-
an” TV series star Lynda Carter in 2011.

Mendoza said Pride events in Phoe-
nix have allowed the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity to not only be seen, as the 1981
march sought to do, but it also empow-
ers the community members to see
themselves. 

While gay bars endured bigotry,
Mendoza added that Pride is transfor-
mative to LGBTQ+ identity.

“You see people at bars, OK. You’re in
the dark. You don’t get to know a whole
lot of people. But when you see people in
the light, it changes everything. It
changed a lot for me,” Mendoza said.

Reach breaking news reporter Jose R.
Gonzalez at jose.gonzalez@gan-
nett.com or on Twitter @jrgzztx .

Pride
Continued from Page 3A

operations wing, ensuring the base will
remain central to our national security
strategy for years to come,” Kelly said in
a written statement.

Gallego said the bill “supports our
troops here at home, stands up to Russia
and China and prepares our Armed
Forces for potential future con#icts.”

The Senate committee proposes
spending $8.5 million for a physical and
mental health facility for troops and
their families, a !gure higher than the
$5 million sought for planning for a spe-
cial operations wing at the base.

Special operations are expected to

eventually become the leading mission
at Davis-Monthan, with rescue #ights
and communications disruptions play-
ing a smaller role.

The Pentagon’s expected changes to
Davis-Monthan will result in about
1,000 job losses as the A-10 is phased
out, which the military has sought to do
for at least a decade. The base is in the
early stages of that drawdown when job
losses are expected to be heaviest.

According to the Air Force, Davis-
Monthan employs about 11,000 airmen
and each year contributes about
$2.6 billion to the Tucson-area econo-

my.
The Air Force’s chief of sta$ testi!ed

in April that, over time, Davis-Monthan
would get back as many jobs as it will
lose “or maybe just a bit of a bump up in
personnel when it’s all said and done.”

The Senate committee plan would
push the Air Force to fund training sim-
ulators located exclusively at Davis-
Monthan for the EC-37B “Compass Call”
#eet. Kelly helped bring four of the
transmission-jamming aircrafts to last
year’s budget.

An amendment to the House version
from Gallego seeks to include criteria for

a permanent location for a center study-
ing irregular warfare that is named for
the late Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., and
would keep ASU in the running for
housing it. 

Among its provisions, it requires the
secretary of Defense to choose a perma-
nent site at an academic institution that
studies irregular warfare and “has a
demonstrated network of foreign aca-
demic and government partners.”

A 2007 Defense Department report
de!nes irregular warfare as “a violent
struggle among state and non-state ac-
tors for legitimacy and in#uence over
the relevant populations.”

ASU has a Center on the Future of
War, and the Washington-based, non-
partisan McCain Institute is a"liated
with ASU.

Base
Continued from Page 3A

Gallego said the bill “supports our troops here at home,
stands up to Russia and China and prepares our Armed
Forces for potential future conflicts.”
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PHOENIX — For nearly the past 100 years, the Orpheum Theatre in downtown
Phoenix has hosted many historic acts - but it's also been the setting of historic
events, like one that happened a decade ago.

It was on Feb. 26, 2013, that the Phoenix City Council voted 5-3 to approve
adding anti-discrimination protections for the LGBTQ+ community. The meeting
was moved to the Orpheum as the city anticipated large crowds.

Hundreds showed up to make sure their voices were heard and to bear witness to
what turned out to be a historic evening — and a turning point for the city when it
came to the LGBTQ+ community.

Recently, ABC15 sat down with Brendan Mahoney, who at the time was an
advisor to former Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton, and is seen by many as one of the
pioneers of the effort to get this passed.

"I can't tell you how many calls I had received over the years as a lawyer from
people who had been fired from their jobs for being gay," says Mahoney, who is
an attorney by training.

The ordinance, which was passed in 2013, is part of Chapter 18 of the Phoenix
City Code, and makes it illegal to discriminate against someone when it comes to
things like employment, housing, or any public accommodation, simply because
that individual identifies as part of the LGBTQ+ community.

Getting the ordinance passed wasn't easy. Since the 1990s, organizers had tried
but were met with roadblocks from many city leaders.



But in early 2013, the tide had started to turn. It took several months and multiple
drafts of the ordinance, but in February, city leaders decided to put it up for a
formal vote. They moved the meeting to the Orpheum Theatre to accommodate
the hundreds of people who would turn up for more than four hours of public
comment.

"As it went on, it became increasingly raucous, a lot of ugly stuff was said,"
Mahoney said. "Deviants. Perverts. Child molesters. That kind of stuff. It's pretty
hard to have people accuse you of that."

Supporters argued the city needed to catch up with the times, but some
opponents felt the ordinance was too broad and would lead to men using women's
restrooms.

The conservative-leaning Center for Arizona Policy claimed at the time, "In other
cities across the country with similar laws, the Bathroom Bill has forced
businesses to allow a man dressed as a woman into their women's restroom."

It was something Mahoney and his team tried to push back on.

"They focused on that because it was the most inflammatory thing. Let's conjure
up the worst possible scenario and scare everyone."

But despite any opposition, it passed, changing Phoenix's history forever.

"That feeling of euphoria - like oh my God! We just broke down a barrier, that's
how it felt," says Mahoney.

Mahoney adds that part of the legacy of the ordinance is that it's already helped
cut down on discrimination in the city. Still, he acknowledges that the work isn't
finished yet.

"There are still a lot of people who simply don't understand. And so there is more
work to do."

Where does the state as a whole and other cities stand?



Currently, there is no statewide law on the books that include all the protections
the Phoenix ordinance has. The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled recently that
members of the LGBTQ+ community are covered under federal discrimination
protections, but the fear is that if those cases get overturned, the protections
would go away in states like Arizona that haven't adopted laws of its own.

Each year, the Human Rights Campaign, a group whose mission it is to end
discrimination against the LGBTQ+ community, ranks cities across the country in
something called, "The Municipality Equality Report."

In 2022, three Arizona cities - Phoenix, Scottsdale, and Tempe - received a perfect
score. To see where other cities in Arizona ranked, click here.
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